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Lebanon to insist on Israeli withdrawal 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon said Sunday it would demand an 
unconditional Israeli withdrawal from the south at the Middle 
East peace talks in Washington. Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
cold reporters Lebanon’s delegation would fly to Washington on 
Monday to prepare for the Dec. 4 talks. Suheil Shammas, 
secretary general of die Foreign Ministry, will bead the delegation 
consisting of six diplomats, two army officers and a legal expert. 
Mr. Bouez said Lebanon was determined to evict Israeli troops 
from a border enclave in the south in line with U.N. Resolution 
425. “The state of war in Lebanon would not be over unless the 
south is returned to Lebanon,” he said. Israel and its Lebanese 
militia allies control a 15-kilometre deep zone set up by the Jewish 
state in 1985. 
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King opens Parliament; speech is government statement 

Jordan committed to peace process , seeks just peace based on full Palestinian rights; 
government will curb external loans , carry out scheme to revive economy 


SI- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday reiterated 
Jordan’s commitment to the 
ongoing Middle East process. 

“For us, the issue of peace has 
been a commitment confirmed on 
all occasions and in all plat- 
forms,” die King said in his 
annual address to Parliament. 

“In agreeing to participate in 
the peace conference, we have 
moved in the direction of peace. 
We are confident of oar people’s 
ability to stand up to the cfaal- 
. tenge of the search for an honour- 
able peace,” the King said. 

In a dear reference to oppo- 
' neats of the peace talks, the King 
i said: “My government has re- 
sponded positively to the invita- 
tion, to participate in the peace 
■ conference. It has done so out of 
concern to defend our nation, to 
shoulder oar responsibility to- 
wards oar people and future gen- 
erations.” 

Opening the third regular ses- 
sion of the lltth parliament, the 
King said in his traditional 
Speech from the Throne, that 


"democracy does not confer on 
any single group a claim of 
monopoly over wisdom and 
truth. Nor does it provide a li- 
cence to justify encroachment on 
the rights and liberties of the vast 
majority of people, or question 
the rote of the national security 
bodies entrusted with protecting 
the interest of the state and peo- 
ple." 

The King then made dear that 
the country’s commitment to 
peace was based cm “internation- 
al legitimacy expressed through 
U.N. resolutions in order to end 
the Israeli occupation; enable the 
Palestinian people to exercise 
self-determination on their 
national soil; implement Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338...; stop the building of settle- 
ments...; bring about Israeli with- 
drawal from all the occupied 
Arab territories inducting Jeru- 
salem and. provide the means for 
a just and permanent peace in the 
region.” 

The King detailed his govern- 
ment’s programme of action in 


the various internal and external 
fields. 

He reasserted his and the gov- 
ernment’s commitment to streng- 
thening democracy and to enact- 
ing all legislative instruments 
needed to push the democratic 
process forward “within the limits 
of the Constitution and the guide- 
lines of the National Charter." 

The King said that the govern- 
ment was committed to mending 
fences and restoring normal ties 
with Arab countries strained dur- 
ing the Golf aids. 

The King then detailed the 
government agenda for steng- 
thening the armed and security- 
forces, reforming education, res- 
tructuring the economy, and re- 
juvenating the civil service. 

The King said the two-week 
government of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker would curb external bor- 
rowing and cany out a develop- 
ment programme to revive the 
economy. 

He said the government would 
restrict external borrowing to soft 
development loans. 


Israel ‘outraged,’ digs in 
heels against Dec. 4 talks 


TEL AVIV(R) — Israel, voicing 
outrage at its longtime U.S. ally, 
stiffened its opposition Sunday to 
plans for resuming Middle East 
peace talks in Washington this 
week. 

In what could be last-minute 
pos turing ahead of a compromise 
over the place and date. Prime' 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s top 
aide accused the Bush adminis- 
tration of leading Arabs to think 
the United States was on their 
tide. 

“The way this tiling is being 
conducted by the United States 
very much bothers ns and out- 
rages us,” said Yossi Ben Ahar- 
on, d ir ector-general of Mr. Sha- 
mir’s office. 

“We see that the Arab states, 
the Arab elements with whom we 
must conduct negotiations, have 
the impression the United States 
is on their side,” he told Israel’s 
army radio. 

Sources at a weekly cabinet 
meeting quoted Mr. Shamir as 
saying that weekend contacts 
with Washington had been fruit- 
less. 

“We have made our decision 
and we are sticking to it,” they 
quoted Mr. Shamir as saying. 

Asked if be was worried about 
a growing strain in relations with 
the United States, Mr. Ben Ahar- 
on said: 

“We are dealing in very serious 
matters to all of ns and the way 
this tiring is being conducted to- 
day by the United States very 
much bothers and outrages us.” 

“We are very disappointed, in 
great pain. We are frying to right 
the wrong,” he said. 

In Washington, Israel’s U.S. 
Ambassador Zalman Shoval met 
Dennis Ross, a top adviser to 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, over the weekend in an 
effort to bridge the gap. 

But Mr. Ben Aharon said on 
Sunday there was do change in 
Israel’s position. 


“What has to happen is for the 
United States to come to ns with 
proposals in response to what we 
proposed,” the aide' mid army 
radio. 

Israel decided last week that it 
would be ready for the next 
round of peace talks on Dec. 9. 
The Palestinians, Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon accepted a U.S. 
invitation for Dec. 4. 

Last week Mr. Ben Aharon 
had expressed hopes of reaching 
a compromise. 

Arab and Israeli critics accuse 
Mr. Shamir of seizing on pro- 
cedural issues as a stalling tactic 
for fear be wiO ultimately be 
forced to give up occupied Arab 
land as envisaged by Washington 
in any peace deal. 

Asked whether the weekend 
negotiations had resolved the dis- 
pute, Mr. Ben Aharon told 
Israel’s army radio: 

“We received a report on that 
and nothing new came up. The 
Americans are bringing op all 
sorts of difficulties and reserva- 
tions but there's nothing new.” 

Israel’s absence at the 
Washington talk* would likely 
widen a rift with the United 
States, its biggest aid supplier. 
Israel sorely needs $10 bfllfon in 
U.S. loan guarantees to integrate 
a wave of Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants. 

It also faces the potentially, 
embarrassing prospect that Arab 
delegations will show up across 
an empty negotiating table 
Wednesday under the gaze of 
world cameras. 

Israel has for decades said it 
aspires to direct talks with the 
Arabs at any tune and in any 
place. 

Ministers emerging from the 
cabinet session did not rule oat a 
last-minute com pr om ise but ac- 
cused the United Stales of bmni- 
Hafmg the Jewish state. 

“The United States is showing 
a lack of respect for Israel com- 


pared to its treatment of the 
Arabs," Transport Minister 
Mo&he Katzav told re port ers . 

Health Munster Ehud Ohnert, 
usually a moderate in the largely 
hardline government, said Arab 
countries would question why 
they should talk to Israel if the 
U.S. government was willing to 
dictate stances to the Jewish 
state. 

Israel wants only one or two 
meetings with the Arabs in 
Washington before returning to 
the Middle East or a nearby 
venue it believes would signal 
Israel’s acceptance by the Arab 
World. 

The Bush administration 
offered Washington as a com- 
promise after the two sides failed 
to agree on a venue. 

The Arabs refuse to negotiate 
in the Middle East, inducting 
Israel, before there is p rogress on 
their demand for an Israeli pull- 
out from Arab lands it occupied 
in the 1967 war. 

U.S. President George Bnsb 
said Friday he planned to go 
ahead with talks on Dec. 4 
whether or not Israel turned up. 

Mr. S hamir hims elf said on 
Friday that be might consider 
sending a low-level advance team 
on that date which would avoid 
any embarrassment caused by 
Israel’s absence. 

“We are planning to start the 
talks Dec. 4. If the Israelis show 
up, all well and good. But we 
can’t force them to come here if 
they don’t want to,” said one 
U.S. official Sunday. 

Israel had asked for an assur- 
ance that the United States would 
publicly support its demand to. 
transfer the talks to the Middle 
East after a maximum of two 
meetings in Washington. 

But an Israeli source iu 
Washington said the United- 
States was unwilling to give such 

(Ce nttwfd <m page 2) 


Jordan suspended most debt 
servicing, estimated at about $1.3 
billion a year, after being hit by 
the Gulf crisis last year, it has 
partly resumed payments but is 
seeking debt- writeoffs, or at least 
rescheduling, to ease the burden. 

The King said the development 
programme’s goals included cut- 
ting tbe trade account deficit by 
boosting and diversifying exports, 
encouraging tourism and foreign 
remittances, reducing imports, 
increasing foreign reserves and 
reducing foreign debt and the 
budget deficit. 

He said the government would 
attack tbe deficit with structural 
reforms to hold down spending 
and increase revenue, partly 
through targeting subsidies. 

Tbe government has estimated 
a 1992 deficit fo JD 107 million in 
a JD 1.27 billion budget. 

The King said that despite the 
Gulf crisis which ravaged tbe 
economy, gross domestic product 
had shown surprising resilience, 
rising one per cent in 1991. The 
trade account deficit in the ba- 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday 
(Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

lance of payments fell 16 per cent 
this year. 

He promised continued gov- 
ernment help in easing the bur- 
den on farmers. 

Job creation though activating 
the private sector and improving 
economic ties with other Arab 



Prtae Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker wel co mes Palestinian 
P resident Yasser Arafat to Jordan (Petra photo) 

Arafat arrives for 
coordination talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat arrived 
in Amman Sunday on a brief 
working visit to Jordan for talks 
with ffis Majesty King Hussein 
and senior Jordanian officials on 
Palestinian- Jordanian coordina- 
tion in the forthcoming bilateral 
and regional talks between Arabs 
and Israel. 

Id an arrival statement; Mr. 
Arafat, Chairman of the Pales- 
tine ‘Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), said be would meet with 
King Hussein and senior Jorda- 
nian officials and hold tallra with 
them on inter-Arab coordination 
prior to tbe bilateral talks, which 
wiD be held in Washington, later 
tins week. Mr. Arafat, who ar- 
rived from Cairo stressed the 
importance of coordinating Arab 
stands ahead of Wednesday’s 
talks in Washington. 

Answering a question on rela- 
tions between the PLO, and 
Saadi Arabia, Mr. Arafat said 
that King Fahd’s positions and 
statements on the Palestine ques- 
tion support Palestinian rights 
and Arab solidarity. 

Mr. Arafat reaffirmed tbe 
Arab identity of tbe Holy City of 
Jerusalem. 


He voiced hope to visit Damas- 
cus to coordinate political stands 
between tbe PLO and Syria. 

Upon arrival in Amman, Mr. 
Arafat and an accompanying de- 
legation were met by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Transport Minister AJi Suheimat, 
Palestinian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan A] Tayyeb Abdul Rahim, the 
commander of the Palestine Li- 
beration Army and senior army 
officers. Mr. Arafat is accompa- 
nied by members of die PLO 
Executive Committee Yasser 
Abed Rabbo and Abdullah 
Hourani. 

Reuter adds from Cairo: Mr. 
Arafat met Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak to discuss the 
next stage of Middle East peace 
talks, to be held in Washington 
on Wednesday if Israel turns up. 

Tbe PLO leader Cold re por te r s 
they also discussed a planned 
future phase of multinational 
talks on regional issues. 

The Washington round is doe 
to involve Israel, Syria, Lebanon 
and a joint Patestinian-Jordanian 

(Continued em page 2) 


Last American hostages to be freed within a week 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
Sunday h expects the last three 
American hostages in Lebanon to 
be freed within a week. 

“We expect American hostage 
Joseph Cidppio to be freed 
tomorrow. We expect die rest of 
tbe American hostages to be 
freed by the end of next week," a 
senior Syrian Foreigq Ministry 
official told Renters. ' 

Asked to clarify, the source 
said: “Tbe end of next week 
means next Sunday.” 

Mr. Cicippio’s kidnappers 
announced in Beirut Sunday 
morning that they would free him 
wi thin 48 horns as part of a U.N. 
brokered swap of captives. 

Wi thm - hours, Israel and its 
local militia allie s released 25 
Arab prisoners in Israel's self- 
declared “security zone” in South 

Lebanon. 


The last three American hos- 
tages in Lebanon are Mr. Crdp- 
pio, journalist Terry Anderson, 
and academic Alarm Steen. 

Two Germans are also held. 
Their kidnappers want tbe ex- 
change to include two Lebanese 
in prison in Germany. 

The Syrian statement followed 
a meeting between Foreign 
Minis ter Farouq Al -Sbaraa and 
U.N. hostage mediator Gian- 
domenico Picoo. 

Mr. Picco thanked Mr. Sharaa 
on behalf of Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar for Syria’s 
efforts to free tbe hostages. 

The pro-Iranian Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation (RIO) said 
the decision to free Mr. Cidppio 
followed mediation involving the 
United Nations, Iran, Syria, 
Israel, Lebanon and groups hold- 
ing hostages in Lebanon. 


“Positive results and a compre- 
hensive solution which will 
achieve all parties’ in terests and 
demands to dose this file for 
good have been reached,” said an 
RIO statement delivered to an 
international news agency m 
Beirut. 

It was accompanied by an old 
photograph of a bearded and 
haggard-looking GSdppio. 

Israel’s Lebanese mOitia allies 
released 25 Arab pr is oners in 
Lebanon. The Israeli defence. 
ministry said tire move was a 
personal gesture to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar. 

“Tbe U.N. secretary-general 
requested Israel make a personal 
gesture towards him that would 
aid him in the overall processes of 
tire mission he has initiated (to 
achieve a general prisoner re- 
lease),” the ministr y said in a 
statement. 


Antoine ‘Label, commander of 
tbe Israeli -backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia which 
patrols the "Security zone” with 
Israeli troops, said the release 
was a goodwill gesture to help the 
U.N. in its efforts to end the 
seven-year-old Middle East hos- 


Whnesses said tbe 25, induct- 
ing two women, were driven by 
two buses from the Khiam prison 
inside the zone. 

Israeli hostage negotiator Ori 
Sionim said he hoped the release 
of the Arabs would help end the 
hostage-prisoners drama before 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar’s term ex- 
pires on Dec. 31. 

“It is a personal gesture to- 
wards the secretary general out of 
a belief ... it is within his power, 
in tbe 30 days left in fas term, to 
p romot e a comprehensive agree-' 
meat whereby all our captives 


and mkang will be brought back 
home,” Mr. Sionim said. 

The United Nations has been 
negotiating a stage-by-stage plan 
since August for kidnappers to 
free Western hostages and for 
Israel to release Arab prisoners in 
return for news of Israeli soldiers 
missing in Lebanon. 

Last mouth kidnappers freed 
two hostages without offe rin g 
news of missing Israelis. Israel 
then refused to free Arab prison- 
ers until it received word of its 
missing airman, Ron Arad, shot 
down over Lebanon in 1986. 

Arad is the only missing Israeli 
known to have survived capture. 

On Sunday, Mr. Sionim said 
there was no new word on mis- 
sing Israelis but Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar and Mr. Picco had given 
Israel reason to expect tbe ges- 
ture Sunday would lead to an 
overall swap. 


inspects ms honour guard outride P 

states would be another corner- 
stone of economic policy, the 
King said. 

Unemployment, aggravated by 
the return of thousands of Jorda- 
nians in tbe wake of the Gulf 
crisis, is estimated at about one- 
third of the workforce. 


-J "- v 


prior to 


Tbe Kong also said the govern- 
ment would pursue reform of the 
huge civil service, including de- 
centralisation. 

The palace announced last 
week the King’s speech would 
serve as the new government's 
policy statement to be voted on 


by Parliament. 

(see frill text of King’s speech 
on page 4) 

The Parliament session was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, High- 
ranking government and military 
officiate and public leaders. 


Arabiyat retains speakership 
after surprise Shreideh pullout 


■By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Muslim Brother- 
hood Deputy Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat retained his post as speaker 
of tbe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sunday by aodamation af- 
ter his sole opponent Abdul Mar 
jeed Shreideh withdrew his 
nomination minutes before tbe 
election was to begin. 

In what appeared to be a poli- 
tical deal, Mr. Shreideh, who 
beaded a coalition of two influen- 
tial rightwing parliamentary 
blocs, withdrew in favour of Dr. 
Arabiyat. “The Islamists have 
not been included in the cabinet 
so let them be in Parliament,” 
Mr. Shreideh said explaining the 
move. 

Referring to the Muslim' 
Brotherhood’s refusal to jobs any 


government that holds peace 
talks with Israel, Mr. Shreideh 
implied in his statement that the 
retauunent of the speakership 
would keep tbe political balance 
between the political forces in 
legislative and exec u tive author- 
ities. 

A member of Prime Minister 
Sberif Zeid Ben Suker’s govern- 
ment said that the reelection of 
Dr. Arabiyat was welcomed by 
die government. : 

The move, he said pre fe rrin g to 
remain annonymous, “will be a 
stabilising factor.” 

“The involvement of all politic- 
al factions one form of go v ern in g 
or another will increase coopera- 
tion between political factions 
and tiie government,” he said. 

Since the Muslim Brotherhood 
and tiie Democratic Bloc are both 
in effect tbe main opponents of 
same of the government’s exter- 


nal policies,” it is good to have 
them in positions of decisionmak- 
ing so that there will be more 
sharing of responsibility,” be 
added. 

The Constitutional, National 
and independent Islamic bloc are 
all represented in the govern- 
ment. The Muslim Brotherhood 
and the leftwing Democratic are 
not. 

Abdul Karim Dughmi of tbe 
nine-member Democratic Bloc 
was appointed as first deputy to 
the speaker of tbe House afteT be 
ran uncontestedly for the posi- 
tion. Mahmoud Huweimd was 
appointed as second deputy in an 
election that was also uncon- 
tested. 

The decision to withdrew the 
Shreideh candidacy speakership 
was taken several hours before 

( Cwtinnrrf on page 2) 
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Emirates celebrate 20 
years of stability, wealth 


Abu DHABI (R) — With a lot 
of fanfare but little conviction, 
seven sparsely populated and 
-mostly impoverished Arab sheik' 
'doms set up a federation in 1971 
to secure full independence from 
-Britain. 

- Few people at the time be- 
lieved they would survive. On 
Monday they celebrate 20 years 
as the United Arab Emirates, a 
federation of sovereign states that 
has weathered economic and 
political storms to become a 
stable dynamo of the Arab 
World. 

Sleek skyscrapers tower over 
the affluent boulevards of the two 
main cities. Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, the oil-buttressed eco- 
nomy is booming in contrast with 
post-Gutf war gloom in virtually 
aD other Arab states. 

Saudi Arabia is the UAE's only 
real regional competitor for the 
tide of “boom state 1992,” de- 
spite the collapse of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) that hit Abu Dha- 
bi, wealthiest of the seven. The 
other members of the federation 
are Dubai, Sharjah, Ras al 
Khahnah, Umm Al Qaiwain, Aj- 
man and Fujairah. 

: " Full hotels roaring trade, a 
developing agriculture using the 
world’s most modem techniques 
■and an infrastructure almost un- 
rivalled elsewhere, illustrate a 
sustained effort that allows the 
UAE to boast an annual per 
capita income of $18,000. 

The UAE on the southern ' 
shores of the Gulf has shown 
unusual dynamism when the ■ 
going was good and resilience in 
tough times. 

Bankers and diplomats attri- 
■ bute the success to two men — 
the unflappable and super-rich 
ruler of Abu Dhabi and UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan, and his Dubai 
counterpart Sheikh Rashid Ben 
Said Al Maktoum, a wily enter- 
preneur who turned Dubai into 
the commercial hub of the lower 
Gulf. 

Sheikh Rashid died last year 
but his policies have been carried 
on by his sons. 

Oil is the bedrock of the UAE. 

Its 2.4 millio n barrels per day 
production of crude oil — 
OPECs third biggest after Saudi 
’Arabia and Iran — is estimated to 
earn some $15 billion in 1991. 
Sheikh Zayed’s Abu Dhabi -pro- 
duces about 80 per cent ' of the 
UAE’s oil. Most of the remainder 
■comes from Dubai. 

Mud) of the economic success 


can be attributed to millions of 
expatriates who have worked in 
the emirates in the past two de- 
cades. Foreign workers and man- 
ages from the West, Asia and 
other Arab countries still out- 
number less than 500,000 UAE 
nationals by at least three to one. 


Like other Gulf states, the 
AE had to weather the Gulf 


UAE had to weather the Gulf 
war sparked by Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, the 
UAE’s partner in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council. 

But Sheikh Zayed has also 
freed the collapse of BCCI. in 
which Ms family is the majority 
shareholder. Bankers say settle- 
ment of the BCCI affair is ex- 
pected to leave the UAE presi- 
dent several billion dollars poorer 
but have no long-term effect on 
tiie country’s economy. 

UAE banks, hit by massive 
w it h d ra wals during the Gulf cri- 
sis, have had a hard time recover- 
ing from tiie additional blow of 
the BCCI scandal. 

Bnt bankers say a building 
boom and continued high level of 
oil income has put the economy 
well on the road to recovery. 

Abu Dhabi has been producing 
oil at full capacity ever since it 
stepped in to help fill the gap left 
by the loss of Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
exports at the start of the Gulf 
crisis. Dubai has always produced 
at full capacity. 

The federal government re- 
mains strapped for cash because 
the poorer emirates are unable to 
contribute. Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai pay the difference, based 
roughly on their share of oil 
revenues. 

But this is not a real threat to 
tire economy because it is not 
centrally driven as elsewhere in 
the Guff, the bankers say. 

Political stability built around 
tiie Abu Dhabi-Dubai axis is re- 
markable in view of a history of 
internal strife and rivalry in the 
territory previously known as tiie 
Trudal States. Britain was the 
dominant power and arbiter until 
full independence. 

Disputes did not disappear 
overnight but tiie leadership has 
always managed to smooth over 
any difficulties. Doubters argued 
when the federation was created 
that a tiny population and few 
natural resources other than oil 
would make it difficult to sustain. 

Diplomats said the UAE had 
succeeded because its dominant 
Ratos had largely kept out of the 
affairs of the smaller, poorer 
members while helping out finan- 
cially. 


Babil newspaper back 
on Baghdad’s streets 


BAGHDAD (R) — Babil, a 
newspaper owned by the Iraqi 
president's son Uday, reappeared 
Saturday after a mysterious 
'three-week absence with a rare' 
glimpse into family lunch at home 
With the Saddam Husseins. 

'■ Somewhat chastened and with 
a new slogan by President Sad- 
dam, Babil, a ground-breaking 
and lively broadsheet which 
-broke the mould of Iraq’s official 
press, was reprinted after getting 
a licence from the National 
Assembly last week. 

The newspaper, which began 
'printing in April this year, 
abruptly stopped publication on 
Nov. 9 in what it said was a 
temporary bait. It gave no 
reason. 


It later transpired during a 
three-hour debate in the assem- 
bly that Babil, which means 
Babylon, had not got a licence to 
join Iraq’s five official daily news- 
papers on the streets of Baghdad. 

Babfl’s comeback edition was 
characteristically innovative. 

Uday wrote about a family 
lunch with his father, the presi- 
dent, Ali Hassan Al-Majeed, 
President Saddam's cousin and 
defence minister, and Waiban 


Ibrahim Al Hassan, President 
Saddam’s half-brother and in- 
terior minister. 

Also present were former De- 
fence Mi n ister Hussein Kamel 
Hassan, President Saddam's son- 
in-law, Sabawi Ibrahim Al Has- 
sen, another half-brother of Pres- 
ident Saddam, and Saddam 
Kamel, cousin and son-in-law to 
President Saddam and a body- 
guard of the Iraqi leader. 

“After lunch we were drinking 
tea and the sun was about to set. 
We had had a series of discus- 
sions and the grandchildren were 
rushing to their grandfather 
(President Saddam). 

“My father, speaking to us as 
he strapped on a gunbett to go to 
a meeting of military comman- 
ders, said each of you should ask 
himself on going to bed before he 
puts bis bead to the pillow: ‘How 
many men have you rallied to the 
revolution and our march to- 
day’?” 


Uday turned this saying of 
President Saddam’s into what he 
said would be the new slogan of 
the newspaper: “How many men 
could we rally to the leader and 
the revolution and to Iraq?” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeJ: 773111-19 


Ctarck at the 

>623541. 


Tel: 622366 


PROGRAMME TWO 

ISM Deux dc condulic 

IMS News in French 

(9:!S Weekly Sports Magazine 

IMS News in Hebrew 

2MC News in Arabic 

20e3i Hey Dad 

U:1C Documentary 

23 M Newsis Eagfisb 

22 = 2 * Gabriels Fire 


TeL 625383, TeL 


i TeL 771751. 
Chunk Tel. 


PRAYER THES 


e*S2 

06:13 

1U25 

14:12 i. 

1636 

17:57 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Doha 

Dbnfar 

*Asr 

... — Maghreb 
............. Tsha 


811295. 

11» Ckreb at Jena CM of Latter- 

Day Satan TeL 823824, 654932. 
Ctareh of Nam Td. 675691. 


CHURCHES 


BtOetm suppBed hr the Department of 
Meteorology. 


SL Mavyof ItanretaChradiSweifidi 
Td. 810740 

iiarmhHri at God Cbarcfa, TeL 

63278S. 

SL Jon** CtaRh TeL 624590. 
Chan* at the A muiriatt o M TeL 
63744a 

Do h Salle Chart* Td. 661757 


It wiH remain cold, doody and raiay 
at times and winds wB be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, is wB be partly 
doudy with a chance for showery rains 
and w toh w ffl be northerly fresh and 
seas choppy. 


opens all 


mines to 
foreigners 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria 
has opened its oilfields, gas 
reserves and mines to foreign 
companies, giving diem foe 
right to share in deposits now 
being exploited and to seek 
and exploit new reserves. 

Up to now, foreigners have 
been barred from the oil- 
fields, now prodneing 
800,000 million barrels a day, 
and gas reserves, which make 
Algeria the second largest 
exporter after Indonesia. 

Foreign firms will be 
allowed to go into part- 
nership with the state com- 
pany Sonatrach, which until 
today had a monopoly on 
production at existing fields. 
Hie foreigners will be 
allowed a maximum of 49 per 
cent share in any contract 

“...Improving the hydro- 
carbon law remains the deci- 
sive factor in bringing the 
country out of crisis by using 
its own means,” tiie govern- 
ment said in submitting its 
draft to parliament 

“This law aims to relaunch 
investment and exploration, 
increase reserves and im- 
prove the extraction rate.” 

Par liam ent passed the new 
law, which covers rights to oil 
and gas exploitation, by 174 
votes to 27 against, with 22 
abstentions. A similar law 
was passed covering mineral 
reserves. 

“We have given the gov- 
ernment a legal means to 
allow it to relaunch invest- 
ment and to activate the 
national economy,” said Par- 
liamentary Speaker Abdul 
Aziz Belkhadem. 

Algeria, hard-hit by debt 
repayments, hopes to attract 
$14 billion from foreign com- 
panies in the next 10 years. 

Officials hope foreign ex- 
pertise will increase recovery 
from existing fields to 40 or 
50 per' cent' from around 20 
per cent. . 

Eighteen oil companies 
have said they are' ready 'tef 
invest in conduction with 
Sonatrach, Prime Minister 
Sidahmad Ghozali said this 
week. Any disputes will go to 
international law. 

Last year, Algeria ex- 
ported 17.2 billion cubic 
metres of liquefied natural 
gas and 12.2 billion cubic 
metres of natural gas, and 
announced plans to boost ex- 
port capacity to between 60 
billion and 80 bilHon cubic 
metres a year. 

The government said: 
[The association (with fore- 
ign firms) in existing (oil) 
fields will let us to extract a 
supplementary 200 million 
tonnes, equivalent to S300’ 







Parfiam e utariaitt and other g over n ment officials 
await Hk Majesty Khg Hussein at Paritament 
House Sunday. The King ootfined his expectations 


of the new government and called for cooperation 
(Photo by Yousef Al ‘AAan) 


Arabiyat retains House speakership 


(Continued from page 1) 


His Majesty King Hussein 


opened the third regular session 
or the 11th parliament, a member 
of tiie Constitutional Bloc told 
the Jordan Times. 

The political alliances that have 
been drawn among parliamentary 
blocs during the last week are 
likely to suffer as a result of 
Constitutional Bloc’s moves. 

Parliamentary insiders said 
they expected that the 16- 
member National Bloc would be 
the first victim of the move. The 
National Bloc and Mr. Shreideh's 
17-member Constitutional Bloc 
co mm it ted themselves Saturday 
to voting for Mr. Shreideh, but 


the Constitutional Bloc apparent- 
ly made the decision to withdraw 
Mr. Shreideh's nomination with-' 
out consulting tiie National Bloc. 

“Those who are interested in 
keeping the Brotherhood in the 
government fold — as an active 
and real apposition — will sup- 
port Shreideh’s move,” said one 
unhappy deputy. 

“The Brotherhood is strongest 
when it stands in a spot of iso- 
lated opposition, when it can 
complain of being ‘truly oppres- 
sed,’ as long as the system allows 
diem to perform its role as an 
opposition to the system is 
blunted,” said one happy mem- 
ber of the government. 

The Brotherhood have had a 
tadt agreement with the gov- 
erning forces for the last 30 years 


and occasional outbursts against 
the government have never been 
seen as a “real threat”. 

“They have always been in the 
fold. It would be a shame if they 
were left out in the cold now,” 
said one government i odder 
mockingly. 

The panel elected to draft die 
Lower House's reply to the 
Speech from the Throne reflected 
the political pluralism in tiie Low- 
er House. They were; Abdul 
Majeed Shreideh, Mohammad 
Abu OLeim, Abdul Rahim 
Ekour, Mohammad Dardour. 
Jamal Haddad, Majed Khalifefa, 
Abdul Munem Abu Zant, Man- 
sour Murad, Ahmad Oweidi 
Abaddi, Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh, Salamch Al Ghweiri and 
Yousef Al A them. 


Arafat arrives for coordination 


(Continved from page 1) 
delegation. 

The Arabs agreed to start on 
Wednesday but Israel, piqued at 
American efforts to cut short 
procedural wrangling, refuses to 
come until five days later. 

Mr. Arafat said the Palesti- 
nians would not agree to Israeli 
demands, that future, rounds of 
talksbe.held in the Middle East. 
He said they should stay in 
Washington. 

The PLO is officially unladed 
from the peace talks, which be- 
gan a month ago in Madrid, and 
Egypt will attend only the multi- 
national conference. 

But tiie PLO has been closely 
involved behind the scenes in 
planning the Palestinians’ nego- 
tiating strategy and Egypt has 
considerable influence in the 
Arab camp. 

Egypt is the most populous 
Arab state, the only Arab coun- 
try to have made peace with 
Israel, and a dose any of the 
United States. 

It held three years of fruitless 
but detailed talks with Israel on 
Palestinian “autonomy” after the 
two rides signed their peace trea- 


ty in 1979 and has offered the 
Palestinians advice and back- 
ground documents. 

Two retired Egyptian diplo- 
mats flew to Tunis Saturday to 
consult PLO leaders before join- 
ing the Palestinian delegation in 
Washington as advise is. 

Both Palestinian and Israeli 
officials have stressed in private 
that they do not want to ‘ be 
restricted by what was discussed 
in the Egyptian-Esraefi autonomy 
talks, though for very different 
reasons. 

The Palestinians say the talks 
made almost no progress on the 


most important issues, such as 
Palestinian control of land, fi- 
nance, water and security in the 
occupied West Bank mid Gaza 
Strip. 

The Israelis do not want to be 
bound by even the limited agree- 
ments readied in the talks on 
such points as Palestinian control 
of health, .education, industrial 
and agricultural . . development, 
and municipal affairs. 

“It is . not that are going to 
come to negotiations and say we 
stopped here with the Egyptians, 
we accept everything that was 
done with the Egyptians and we 
start from here,” one Israeli offi- 
cial said. 


Israel digs in heal against talks 


(Continued from page I) 


ah assurance. The State Depart- 
ment has said there was no reason 
why the talks should not move to 
tiie region if all rides agreed, but 
was unwilling to issue a stronger 
statement than that. 

U.S. ofidais appear to believe 
the Israelis are bluffing in this 
diplomatic poker game and will 
find a way to back down in the 


four days remaining. 

But Israeli officials say the 
seemingly minor difference dis- 
guises important principles. They 
say they have dug in their heels to 
demonstrate that the United 
States cannot dictate every detail 
of the talks and that Arabs must 
deal with the Jewish state dircct- 

iy- 

“I am now apprehensive that 
our chairs will be empty on Dec. 
4,” said tiie Israeli source. 


Algerian papers link triple killing to impending election 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian news- 
papers Saturday finked Friday’s 
predawn attack on a frontier 
post, in which three guards were 
killed, with impending par- 
liamentary elections and called 
for tongfa action to avoid destabi-' 
firing toe country. 

With special army forces and 
national police hunting the 60- 
strong band that attacked die 
southeastern border position, 
near Tunisia, the newspaper Al 
Mondjahid said: 

“While the country is about to 
bold the first legislative elections 
to open Algeria's doors to plural- 


ist democracy, supporters of a 
different path still do not despair, 
despite the lessons of last June, of 
opposing the people's will... in- 
stalling terror, spreading violence 
and anarchy and spilling their 
brother’s blood." 

In June, President Chadh Ben- 
jedid ordered a state of siege 
after violent clashes between 
Muslim fundamentalists and 
security forces in which 55 people 
were killed. 


due to be held on Dec. 26. 

Mouthpiece of the former rul- 
ing National Liberation Front 
(FLN), toe paper also referred to 
a television report Friday night 
saying a policeman had been shot 
and seriously wounded the night 
before in the Islamic stronghold 
of Kouba, in Algiers. 

“They are r e turn in g boldly... jt 
is an evil that must be extermin- 
ated with rigour, firmness and 
efficiency,'' it said. 


Algeria's first multi-party 
general election scheduled for 
that month was postponed. It is 


The independent Al Watan 
said that in the frontier attack, 
the assailants charged the post 


shouting “AUahu Akbar” and 
“Djihad au nom de dieu” (Holy 
war in God’s name). 

It said three of the guardsmen, 
two of them on national service, 
had their throats cut. 

Le Matin, in a commentary, 
asked whether the aim was to 
prevent the elections taking 
place. It said toe road to Guem- 
mar, where the attack took place, 
was cot by troops while nearby, 
military helicopters overflew the 
area. 

“The destabilisation of the 
country ‘has already started,” it 
added. 
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Anti-nuclear protest at Israeli reactor 


TEL AVIV (R) — Anti-nuclear protesters held their first 
i demonstration outride Israel’s Dimona reactor in the desert 
| Saturday, police said. The demonstration was organised by 
supporters of jailed nuclear technician Mordechai Vanunu, a 
former Dimona employee. Fifty demonstrators, some from 
abroad, called for an end to toe secrecy surrounding the site, a halt 
to weapons production, and the dismantling of toe reactor. Israel 
has never admitted making or possessing nudear arms, saying only it 
would not be the first nation to introduce such weaponry into the 
Middle East. The London-based International Institute for 
Strategic Studies estimates the Jewish state has a stockpile of 100 
nudear warheads. Mr. Vanmru, 36, who worked for tri ne years as a 
low-ranking technician at Dimona, has been m solitary confinement 
for five years. He was spirited home from Europe by Israeli agents 
after telling London’s Sunday Times that Israel had produced up to 
200 atom bombs at the site. Mr. Vanunu was sentenced to 18 years 
in prison for aiding brad's enemies and passing information with 
the goal of harming state security. He told the court the information 
be bad provided was “nothing new.” Demonstrators told Israel 
Radio Mr. Vanunu should be released “because he committed 
himself to serving the public’s right to know.” 


Red Cross workers try to reach wounded 
Somalis 


NAIROBI (R) — Red Gross workers in Mogadishu are trying to 
reach hundreds of civilians wounded in factional fighting in the 
Somali capital, aid workers said no radio messages received here 
Sunday. Two Red Gross officials were in the northern part of the 
dty, which is held by supporters of interim Somali President Ali 
MaJbdi Mohammad, at the weekend. The wounded there are 
unable to reach even the Hunted medical facilities operating in other 
areas of Mogadishu which are controlled' by General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. Gen. Aideed, chairman of Air. Ali Mahdi’s United 
Somali Congress (USC), is trying to oust the interim president 
Fighting continued Sunday, with heavy shelling across toe line I 
dividing the two factions, despite a Red Cross appeal on Friday for 
them to spare the lives of civilians. The International Committee of 
the Red Cross (TCRC) called the fighting a human disaster of the 
worst magnitude. A spokesman said Sunday the ICRC was trying 
to arrange for a surgical team to move into northern areas of | 
Mogadishu to treat some of the wounded there. The USC took j 
over the capital when former President Mohammad Siad Barre fled 
in January after repeated rebel attacks on the city. The USC and 1 
other anti-Siad Barre groups chose Mr. Ali Mahdi as interim 
president at a peace meeting held in Djibouti in July, but Gen. 
Aideed says that meeting had no mandate to select a government 
for the country. 


Ethiopia urges Djibouti to avert bloodshed 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia has asked the Red Sea republic 
of Djibouti to take immediate measures to avert the threat of 
“extensive bloodshed” which could affect other countries in toe 
region, the Ethiopian news agency reported. Fighting has been 
taking place for toe last two weeks in northern areas of Djibouti, 
near the Ethiopian border, where Djibouti says rebel guerrillas 
have attacked military bases. The rebels may include former 
Ethiopian troops who fled into Burundi when dictator Mengistu 
Haile Mariam was overthrown in May, tiie news agency said. It 
added: “The rebel activity and its location are such that it » likely 
to affect the residents on toe Ethiopian side of the border — 
exacerbating traditional misunderstandings between tiie Afars 
and Issas.” The Afar and Issa tribal groups live in both countries. 
The French government, which wurintains a military detachment in 
Djibouti, announced lari week that its troops would patrol the 
border area, but would not intervene in what France sees as an . 
internal dispute. 

.£■ .* . . . ■ . 


King Fahd gets message from Kuwaiti emir 


NICOSIA (R) — Kong Fahd of Saudi Arabia received a message 
Saturday from Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
about next month's summit of six Gulf Arab states. The Saudi 
Press Agency, monitored in Cyprus, said the emir’s envoy Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber delivered the message. It gave no details 
of content. The Kuwaiti News Agency said earlier tiie envoy would 
tour member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council carrying 
similar messages to {heir leaders. Foreign ministers of the political 
and economic alliance, which also indudes Bahrain, Qatar, tiie 
United Arab Emirates and Oman, met in Kuwait last week to 
prepare an agenda for toe summit, due to be held in Kuwait in Dec. 
23. 


Libyan leader frees Italian pilot 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya has released an Italian pdot detained last 
month after landing his “ultra-light” aircraft there on a flight from 
Sicily to Egypt, Libya's news agency JANA said Saturday. JANA 
said Angelo d'Anigo, detained on Oct. 22 for illegal entry, was 
ordered freed by Libyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi as a “humanita- 
rian response” to a letter sent by Us family. The agency said 
technical problems forced Mr. D’Anigo to land in Libya while 
trying to set a continuous flight record from Us Sicilian dty of 1 
Catania to Egypt. Mr. D’Anigo, who returned home lari Tuesday, , 
was quoted by Italian news media as saying the flight was not 
interrupted by mechanical difficulties, but he did not explain why 
he made an unscheduled landing in Libya. - - 


Algerian policeman found shot dead 


ALGIERS (R) — The decomposing body of an Al geri an 
policeman, killed by a ballet through the head, was found in the 
western town of Merad, Algiers radio said Sunday. It did not say 
when toe body was found but said the man had been reported 
mi ssi ng for some time. Merad is near the coastal town of Tipaza, 
some 70 kflometrcs from Algiers. A band of 60 armed men 
attacked and killed three border guards near the Toma an frontier 
on Friday. A policeman was shot and wounded in an Algiers 
suburb the previous day. 
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Hb Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday prepares to review an honour guard before addressing Parfia- 
m art {Photo by Yousef A! 'Allan) 


Upper House of Parliament official calls 
for cooperation with new government 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament Sunday held 
an ordinary session under the 
chairmanship of the Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 

The House listened to the Par- 
liament’s secretary general read 
the Royal decree postponing the . 
Parliament’s ordinary session un- 
til “Dec. 1 and the Royal decree 
reappointing Mr. Lawzi as speak- 
er of the Upper House. 

Mr. Lawzi congratulated the 
House members on the opening 
of the ordinary session and noted 
that the contents of the speech 
from the throne constituted the 
basis for their work. He stressed 
the importance of cooperation in 
carrying out the responsibilities 





Ahmad A1 Lawzi 


fill examination of other tradi- 
tional institutions that can be 
made part of the modem 
democratic development pro- 
cess for livestock management, 
Mr. RiddeU added. • 

Pastoral communities -at one 
point constituted the main 
block of societies in all coon- 
tries of this region, Mr. Ghar- 
aibeh said. The social and eco- 
nomic development in the re- 
gion during the past two de- 
cades forced — substantial 
changes on these communities, 
be said. 

Currently, “in terms of 
administrative time, (pastoral 
community management) is 
time consuming and expensive 
because the focus is on range 
monitoring and range manag- 
ing. This leads to an accumula- 
tive effect,” Mr. RiddeU told 
die Jordan Times. “With the 
traditional method, however, 
it would free the existing tech- 
nical staff to target its energies 
in specific needs — such as 
livestock population that are 
amenable to scientific know- 
ledge, such as feedstock and 
animal health among others.” 

Participants at foe work- 
shop, which represent resear- 
chers and policy makers from 
Jordan, Syria, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Lebanon, Oman and 
Yemen, are exchanging experi- 
ences and ideas. 

“We hope to obtain a speci- 
fic series of future collabora- 
tions and we hope to remind 
people that with foe environ- 
mental constraints and oportn- 
nities in the region, we have to 
take the pastrol population 
seriously. Whether the situa- 
tion becomes better or worse 
depends on our interactions,” 
Mr. RiddeU said. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates emirates 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday sent a cable to foe President of the 
United Arab Emirates Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan, congratulating him on his country’s 
national day. The King wished Sheikh Zayed 
eem tiimt uei good health and happiness and the 
people of the emirates further pi ogress and 
prosperity. 


Jordanian artists Uram Knlfoomn A1 Su'oub and 
Aisha A1 Su’oub was opened Sunday at Mnta 
University, near Karak. The exhibition, which 
was opened by University Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs Abdul Rahman A1 Atiyat, 
includes paintings depicting natural scenes and 
archaeological and touristic sites as well as 
cennaks, knit-wear and artificial flowers. The 
four-day exhibition also in d udes a section which 
displays folkloric items. 


Bank grants 10 loans for projects CAA de|egaflon |eaves for Sri Unka 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Develop- 
meot . Bank (IDB) has agreed to grant 10 loans 
worth JD1 ,560,000 to finance industrial, tourist 
and medical service projects. The amount in- 
cluded JD1.12 million which will be used for 
financing industrial projects and plants to pro- 
duce metal packs, drip irrigation pipes, and 
vegetable ofl. The bank has granted 95 loans, 
worth JD14,887,OOQ since foe beginning of this 
year. 

Ait exhibition opens 

MUTA, Karak (Petra) — An an exhibition by 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the 
CSvA Aviation Authority (CAA) Mahmoud Jam- 
al Balqaz left Amman Sunday at the head of a 
CAA delegation on a several day official visit to 
Sri Tjmlea for talks with air transport officials 
there on scopes of cooperation in foe air trans- 
port field. The Jordanian delegation will also 
<fem« feai« pert ai ning to the air 'transport 
agreement already concluded between both 
countries. Has delegation comprises Bassam 
Salaitab,. director of Air Transport and Ham 
TWpin [ the assistant to the deputy director 
general' far International Relations. 


entrusted with foe government. 

He also welcomed the appoint- 
ment of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, and pledged 
support for him and his govern- 
ment to enable them carry out the 
tasks ahead of them. 

The House then approved a 
suggestion made by foe member 
Said Tal to form a special com- 
mittee to draft the reply to foe 
speech from throne. The co mmi t- 
tee included Ahmad Obeidat, 
Dr. Khalil Ai Salem, Akram 
Zueiter, Mohammad Rasoul Al 
Kilani, Kamel Sharif and Jumaa 
Hanuna d. 

They newly formed committee 
will convene today under the 
chai rmans hip of Mr. Lawzi. 


Queen Noor 
awarded ‘Woman 
for Peace’ award 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor has been presented 
the “Woman for Peace” award by 
foe Together for Peace Founda- 
tion in Madrid in recognition of 
“her dedicated efforts to create 
better opportunities for women 
and to improve the quality of life 
of children and their families; for 
her commitment to promote 
cross-cultural exchanges and in- 
ternational understanding and for 
her active involvement in global 
environmental and humanitarian 
issues.” 

The Men and Women for 
Peace awards are presented to 
individuals who have disting- 
uished themselves in pursuit of 
foe principles of peace, interna- 
tional cooperation and respect for 
human rights, according to a 
statement from the foundation. 

Previous recipients of this 
award include HeiiMajcsty 
Queen Sofia of Spain, U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, the Prince of Wales, 
Barbara Bush and former Pakis- 
tani Prime. Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. 

The award was presented to 
Her Majesty by Mariapia Fanfa- 
ni, president of the Together for 
Peace Foundation, last Friday. 

In an address at the ceremony, 
special U.N. envoy to Iraq Prince 
Sadreddin Aga Khan expressed 
deep appreciation to His Majesty 


King Hussein for his efforts in 
helping to secure the release of 
British businessman Ian Richter, 
who was serving a jail sentence in 
Iraq. 

At the same ceremony, the 
“Enrique de la Mata Internation- 
al Prize for Peace” was conferred 
upon Princess Irene of Greece, 
the ‘Together for Peace Founda- 
tion Highest Acknowledgement" 
award was conferred upon Sena- 
tor Giovanni Agnelli of Italy, and 
tbe Man and Woman for Peace” 
awards are conferred also upon 
Prime Minister of Spain Felipe 
Gonzalez, Bernadette Chirac of 
France and Maria de Jesus Soares 
of Portugal. 

Tbe Together for Peace Found- 
ation, an international institu- 
tion, was established in February 
1988 to promote and affirm the 
ideals of peace and solidarity 
throughout the world. It provided 
relief aid to Jordan for the retur- 
nees during the Gulf crisis, 
according to the statement. 

Queen Sofia hosted a dinner 
for Queen Noor at Zarazuela 
Palace which was attended by 
members of foe Spanish Royal 
Family. 

Accompanying Queen Noor to 
the ceremony were Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ghida Talal, 
Senator Leila Sharaf and the 
Jordanian ambassador to Spain, 
Shaher Bak and Mis. Bak. 








Her Mqjesty Queen Noor, seated next to Her 
Majesty Queen Sofia of Spain and Mariapia 
Fanfani, president, of foe Together for Fence 


Foundation, was given a ‘Woman for Peace* 
award in recognition of her e ffo rt s 


Rain exceeds cumulative 
yearly amount in some areas 


Officials stress importance of pastoral 
communities to Jordan’s development 

By Nor Sati terns of pastoral management ful examination of other tratfc- 

Spedal to tbe Jordan Tunes known as bemma,” said the tional institutions that can be 

FAO- representative. made part of foe modem 

AMMAN — - Participants. in^ : Hemma is a traditional democratic development pro- 

fiye-day wMksho^ 'range management system ' cess far livestock management, 

gan Sunday, will assess prob- practiced in the Mashreq. re-; Mr. Riddell added. 

terns, changes and major issues . gjon which is based on regain- ' - Pastoral coounnnities at one 
of concern for foe develop- tions to preserve arid land, point constituted the main 

ment of pastoral populations in according to James Riddell, block of societies in all coun- 

the Near East region. Senior officer of Land Tenure tries of this region, Mr. Ghar- 

The workshop, entitled and Settlement at FAO. aibeh said. The sodal and eco- 

“Pastoral Communities in foe In a region where more than nontic development in the re- 
Near East; Traditional Systems 60 per cent of the area is arid gion during the past two de- 
in Evolution,” aims at looking or semi-arid, foe future relies cades fared — substantial 

at pastoral development, on bow well land is used, he changes on these communities, 

changes of pastoral organise- said. This is the key oompo- be said, 

tions and how people can par- nent in regional, national as Currently, “in terms of 

tidpate in foe implementation well as local rural develop- administrative time, (pastoral 

of policies and building up of ment, be said. community management) is 

institutions, according to a According to Firas Ghar- time consuming and expensive 

member of the U.N. Food and aibeh, from foe United Na- because foe focus is on range 

Agriculture Organisation tions Development Project monitoring and range manag- 

(FAO). (UNDP)," The traditional ing. This leads to an aocnmula- 

Addressing foe opening ses- rangeland management sys- tive effect,” Mr. RiddeU told 

sion, the secretary general of terns and the increase of foe foe Jordan Times. “With the 

the Ministry of Soria] Develop- pastorial communities popufe- traditional method, however, 

ment said that Jordan has been tion put a strain on their in- h would free the existing teeb- 

giving increasing attention to come generation and discri- meal staff to target its energies 

foe development of pastoral bated their way of living. in specific needs — soefa as 

societies to improve the state Tbe study of pastorial com- livestock population that are 

of pasture lands and attain munal and grazing practices as amenable to scientific know- 

better fodder. well as sodal economical ledge, such as feedstock and 

Abdul Rahim Salami told the trends and assessment of their animal health among others.” 

audience that by following this problems, is of vital import- Participants at foe work- 
policy, successive Jordanian ance in order to formulate poli- shop, which represent resear- 

governments succeeded in set- des and programmes to help chers and policy makers from 

fling shepherds and bedouin them preserve their way of Jordan, Syria, Turkey, Saudi 

tribes for winch it also pro- living, he said at the workshop. Arabia, Lebanon, Oman and 

vided sodal services like health ‘Tt is the only possible sola- Yemen, are exchanging experi- 
and education. tion,” Mr. RiddeU said, “be- races and ideas. 

Mr. Salam emphasised tbe cause the government cannot “We hope to obtain a sped- 
need for upgraded policies to afford such practices with its fic series of future collabora- 

help promote pastures and competing demand.” tions and we hope to remind 

S remote national economy. Involving the people will re- people that with foe environ- 
nch policies, be said, should quire tbe investment of energy mental constraints and oportn- 

deai with such questions as and the concern of the local nities in the region, we have to 

drought and improving foe population, “but development take the pastrol population 

standard of living of pastoral cannot take place unless we seriously. Whether the situa- 

communities. play our role responsibly,” he turn becomes better or worse 

“We are taking our aspire- said. depends on our interactions," 

tions from tibe traditional sys- There also needs to be care- Mr. RiddeU said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Meteorology Department ex- 
pects more rain in Jordan Mon- 
day but on a smaller scale than 
the past two days. 

A statement said that die rain 
was the result of a depression 
centred around Cyprus. The rain 
fell in most regions of the coun- 
try- 

Department Deputy Director 
Rafiq Shaker said in a statement 
to foe Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, that the average rainwater in 
such areas as Amman, Salt, 
Madaba', Deir Allah, North 
.Shuneh, Baqomra, Ajloun, Maf- 
raq and Karak has exceeded the 
cumulative amount of rain which 
normaUy fells this time of the 
year. 

He said in other areas, like' 
Wadi Dulefl, Azraq, Ramtha and 
Irbid, the rain was equal to the 


nonnal cumulative amounts, un- 
like the semi-desert regions of 
Rweished, Ghor Safi, Taffleh, 
Shobafc and Zarqa, which re- 
ceived less rain than the normal 
cumulative amounts. 

According to Mr. Shaker, the 
largest amount of rain that fell In 
Jordan was in Ajloun and Salt, 
and foe least amount-fell in 
Aqaba. 

Meanwhile, beads of agricultu- 
ral departments in Karak and 
Irbid said that the rain that fell 
this week will have a beneficial 
effect .on land sown with cereals 
as well as fruit trees and pasture 
lands. 

The Water Authority and foe 
Jordan Valley Authority have not 
yet assessed the amounts of water 
that collected in dams as a result 
of the rain of foe past two days. 


Austrian trade delegation, 
Jordanian officials holding 
talks on increasing cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Austrian 
trade mission headed by Peter 
Rattinger, director of tbe Middle 
East Department of tbe Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber, has 
arrived in Amman for trade con- 
sultations. 

The delegation consists of rep- 
resentatives of 19 Austrian com- 
panies who will meet Jordanian 
institutions and businessmen to 
discuss possible cooperation, 
according to a press release. 
Meetings were held Sunday and 
wfll continue today at tire Regen- 
cy Palace Hotel. 

Tbe list of offered products 
includes among others Industrial 
equipment required for sack 
manufacturing and meat proces- 
sing lines, raw materials and addi- 
tives for the food, paint and 
furniture industries as wen as" 
household and industrial deter- 
gents. A wide range of cables, 
overhead fines, conductors and 
other electrical equipment made 
in Austria wfll be of int e rest to 
local electricity authorities as well 
be ductile pipes for the Water 
Authority. 

The trade mission reflects the 
current high demand for con- 
struction materials since Austrian 
manufacturers of timber and in- 
door decoration materials are 
represented. Austrian medical 
supplies and pharmaceuticals 
shown at the trade mission should 
be wefl received in the Jordanian 


market, according to the release. 

Austria, a supplier of quality 
equipment and materials, could 
contribute substantially to Jor- 
dan’s development, the statement 
said. Among others the Arab 
Potash Co. was erected by a 
leading Austrian industrial enter- 
prise, a large fleet of Austrian 
made trucks are continuously 
running on Jordan roads and 
.Royal Jordanian uses hanger faci- 
lities designed and erected by 
Austrian engineers. The TV- 
centre in Amman was planned 
and built by a consortium of 
highly specialised Austrian com- 
panies. Recently, an Austrian 
built conveyor equipment was 
handed over at the new phos- 
phate mine in Shidiya, the state- 
ment said. 

Due to tbe Gulf crisis, 1990 
Austrian exports to Jordan 
amounted to Austrian Schilling 
214 million (about U.S. $20 mil- 
lion) only, according to the state- 
ment. Based on the increase of 
industrial activities cur rentl y tak- 
ing place in Jordan, a turnaround 
is taking place and exports are 
increasing again. Additional Au- 
strian exports can be e x pec te d 
under the the Austrian Commod- 
ity Aid Programme — a grant in 
the amount of Austrian SchOing 
100 mflfion (U.S. $8.5 million) 
was released this year by Austria 
to Jordan. 


Ministers 
to discuss 
creation of 
pan-Arab 

fund 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in the meetings of the 
Arab Ministers of Sodal De- 
velopment due to open in Cairo 
Tuesday. 

The ministers wifi discuss the 
creation of a pan-Aipb fund to 
finance social work in the Arab; 
World and means of backing - so-, 
cial projects, including those car- 
ried ont by concerned Arab in- 
stitutions. 

Also on the agenda is a pan- 
Arab project to promote, the sta- 
tus of Arab children, foe charter 
of the rights of the Arab Child 
and the U.N. Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

Jordan will be represented at 
tbe meeting by Minister of Social 
Development Amin Mashaqbeh, 
who will deliver an address deal- 
ing with coordination among 
Anfo states in social work in 
order to ensure security as well as on 
conditions m Jordan in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis and the return to 
tbe Kingdom by 300,000 expatri- 
ates from the Gulf states. 

Tbe speech will outline tbe 
various educational, housing, wa- 
ter and other basic services to be 
offered to the expatriates and foe 
problem of unemployment in the' 
country. 

Tbe minister is accompanied by 
two senior ministry officials to the 
meeting, which wfll last three 
days. 


German team on visit to 
determine level of aid to 
be provided to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A five- the projects c 
member German economic team be spent, 
led by Winfred Fochs Sunday Germany i 
opened talks with Jordanian offi- to provide as 
dab aimed at determining the dom in tbe 
extent of technical and capital crisis, 
assistance to be given to Jordan in ^ ^990 a 

foenext two years. made consul 

The two sides first reviewed ^ 

Jordaniaj. projects fimuiced E,ce.tphel p : 
through German aid ■and J t&tn efi £ cts ^ ^ 
made*areriew of various hdx&bf ^ 

foe . government nnmrfrKg^id j^dditio 
mshtanons, according to Wlta- tedu6ail ^ 
dan News Agency, Petra. tion, 180 mil 

Jordan s general economic i50 nrillion 
situation and its need of financial — t0 j 
assistance to overcome c urren t ^ 
difficulties resulting from the 
Gulf crisis and other develop- ^ re S ul “ 
meats in fee region were reviewed bc< : n P rovl P I: 
at foe' meeting, which was co- assistance m 
chaired by Minister of Planning to boost the! 
Ziyad Fariz and Mr. Fochs, who **1 sector, 
is head of foe Middle East and The five n 
North Africa Desk at;foe German day visit to 
Ministry for Economic Coopent- months afte 
tion. team's visit t 

According to Petra, the two up with the 1 
sides signed a protocol providing matters relal 
for the allocation technical and for the vari 
capital aid to the Kingdom and carried ont i 


Ministry allocated JD 4 million 


the projects on which the aid wfll 
be spent. 

Germany was foe first country 
to provide assistance to the King- 
dom in tbe wake of foe Gulf 
crisis. 

In 1990 and 1991, Germany 
made considerable efforts and 
provided cash and in-kind assist- 
ance.!?) help Jordan cope with the 
efforts of die Gulf crisis on the 
natfepal economy. 

In additional to the regular 
technical and financial coopera- 
tion, 180 million DM in 1990 and 
150 million DM in 1991 were 
granted to Jordan in commodity 
aid. 

As regular aid, Germany has 
been providing millions worth of 
assistance in technical assistance 
to boost the Kingdom’s agricultu- 
ral sector. 

The five member team's three 
day visit to Jordan comes five 
months after another German 
team’s visit to Amman to follow 
up with the Ministry of Planning 
matters related to technical aid 
for the various projects being 
carried ont in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Allocations 
for the Ministry of Youth in the 
1992 fiscal budget amounted to 
JD 4 million, registering a 100 per 
cent increase over that of 1991, 
according to a ministry offidaL 
He said that JD 2 million has 
been allocated for capital expend- 
itures to finan ce sports com- 
plexes, youth camps and dubs. 


youth hostels and sports facilities: 

Hie other JD 2 million will 
cover the ministry’s current ex- 
penses and to benefit sports dubs 
and unions, the Jordan Olympic 
Committee, scoots and girl guides 
societies. It will also cover Jor- 
dan’s participation in the Barce- 
lona Olympiad. 


European Parliament 
team concludes visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team rep- 
resenting the Socialist group at 
foe European Parliament led by 
flawte Cheysson left Amman 
Sunday following a three-day visit 
for talks cm Middle East issoe and 
Euro- Arab ties. 

Tbe group was received by His 
Majesty King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. Mr. Cheysson and 
his group also held talks with 
Foreign Minister Kamel Aba Ja- 
ber, speakers of foe Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament and 
a number of cabinet members. 
Discussions covered Europe’s 


role in giving momentum to the 
peace process and ensuring 
Israel’s compliance with applic- 
able U.N. resolutions. 

Addressing a press co n fer race 
Saturday, Mr. Cheysson urged 
Israel to end the state of war with 
its Arab neighbours and stressed 
foe need for Palestinians to 
obtain their legitimate rights. 

The speakers of Parliament 
urged Mr. Cheysson aucf his party 

to help bring about peace and 
Monster of Finance Based Jar- 
daneh requested Europe to ex- 
tend assistance to the Kingdom to 
enable it to cope with the con- 
sequences of the Gulf crisis. 


EXCELLENT JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A multiproduct trading company which is part of a 
diversified group in Jordan requires to appoint 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY(S) 

with the following qualifications: 

☆ Fluent in both Arabic and English, reading, writing, 
and spoken. 

☆ Typing, both in languages Arabic and English. 

☆ Well acquainted in all other secretarial duties, espe- 
cially .shorthand , filing , ability to use PC 

☆ Strong leadership and dynamic personality 

☆ Minimum experience of 3 years 

☆ Attractive salary offered for highly qualified applicants 
Only qualified and interested applicants kindly re- 
quested to send their C.V. with a recent photo to: 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 830484 (Zahran) 

\ Amman-Jordan / 
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Challenge before us 

HIS Majesty King Hussein’s speech from the throne at the 
opening of the third regular session of Parliament Sunday 
toadied on many important points and issues affecting the 
Adore coarse of the Kingdom. This is not surprising as the 
speech wiU also serve as Sharif Zefcl Ben Shaker govern- 
ment’s pr ogr am me of action on the bads of which it would 
seek Parliament’s confidence. The King’s speech struck a 
special note in its reference to die consolidation of the 
democratic process in the Kingdom, by calling for speedy 
legislations to translate the principles are enshrined in the 
National Charter into laws and practices as a matter of 
Ugliest pr ior ity . In this context, the projected laws on file 
formation of political parties which shook} serve as bass for 
plnraliBfic democracy and legislations to govern freedom of 
press and publications are in the forefront of the new legal 
gniddiiies that the thfard session of Parliament is called upon 
to enact. The King was also emphatic in saying that as much 
as written laws on the practice of democracy in the country 
are important and pressing, the unwritten laws on democra- 
tic behaviour and political style of life are even more 
relevant. There is a limit to what can be legislated with a 
view to further advance the cause of democracy. Tbe culture 
for democracy that the country needs to nur t ure and 
t ffiTiifatp iwtn the nimfc and hearts of Jordanians cannot 
depend solely on the enactment of written rules and 
regulations but must em a n at e from the conscience and 
ordinary lives of ritfaens. Tolerance hr views of others and 
erasing all protestations of monopoly on right most be, as 
the King cautioned, the principal features of the new and 
progressi v e democratisation process. 

The ongoing peace process in the Middle East was equally 
highlighted by ffis Majesty’s speech from the throne. His 
Majesty’s reiteration of the country’s c ommitm ent to the 
cause of peace in the Middle East on the basis of 
mteraational legitimacy came in tbe str onges t possible 
words. Waging peace, the King said, requires as much 
courage and conviction as waging war to defend the 
country’s territorial integrity. Here the King again struck 
the right note in favour of giving peace in the region its due 
fhance. 

Inter- Arab relations and ways and means to restore them 
not onty to normalcy but also to elevate them to new heights 
also characterised the royal address. In this vein. King 
Hussein treated Jordanian-Sandi relations on the highest 
level as a matter of high urgency and held high hopes that 
the decades-long relations of fraternity between Riyadh and 
Amman could be restored soon. For this purpose. King 
Hnssein voiced renewed confidence in the Arab League as a 
valuable instrument to strengthen Arab relations on all 
fronts. 

Last but not the least, the King called for a stronger role 
for the private sector to rejuvenate the Jordanian ecanomy 
in a bid to overcome the existing economic hardships, 
especially mcemptopnent and poverty, Jordanians who are 
most hit by the c u rr ent economic woes would attach the 
greatest importance to this aspect of tbe King's presentation 
to Parliament. 

Id all, the King’s speech prese n t s a formidable challenge 
to the government of Sharif Zeid. It also poses an equal 
1 >p w di»wg» to Par tiainq^- As the King called for harmonious 
relations between the executive and legislative branches of 
g ove r nment, the two sides have ample opportunities to 
translate tbe contents of the speech into realities. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Hattab case — where do we draw the line? 


AL HAT Arabic daily on Sunday reiterated the basic principles of 
Jordanian policy as reaffirmed by His Majesty King Hussein in his 
latest television interview and said they are based cm Jordan’s 
c ommitm ent to pan-Arab causes, peace and democracy. Tbe 
paper said the King has expressed bis readiness to piake personal 
efforts for the sake of mending fences with other Arab states as 
Jordan believes that only through concerted Arab efforts can tbe 
Arabs achieve their aspirations and regain their rights in 
Palestine. As Jordan is oriented towards a Middle East peace and 
seeks jnstice, it feels it cannot fulfill this objective without true 
coordination with tbe Arab countries, particularly those directly 
involved in the conflict with Israel, the paper noted. It said that 
the King has made It dear that Jordan is totally committed to 
peace and will seek the restoration of the usurped rights and lands 
in fulfilment of dm requirements of die mteraational legitimacy 
and in implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions. For 
Jordan, democracy is also a vital element for national interests 
because it embodies the aspirations of the people and their 
desires, which are being sought through their representatives in 
Parliament, the paper noted, ft said Jordan's commitment to 
these three - principles means a commitment to helping the 
establishment of stability in the Middle East region. Therefore, 
such endeavour requires tbe support and backing of all people 
with goodwill and who are concerned over tbe future of their 
country. 

A columnist in A1 Ra*l daily Sunday accused the Unified States of 
trying to counter the emerging power of united Europe and the 
influence of Japan by attempting to ensure its hold over Arab ofl 
res our ces. Tareq Masarweh said that Washington is now directing 
its attention towards Libya, accusing it of being responsible for 
the crash of an American plane over Scotland three years ago 
prior to launching an aggression that would pave tbe way for total 
American hegemony over Libya's qfl. The writer said that should 
mediation efforts succeed to avert such aggression, the Americans 
would make sure that they reach a settlement that would 
gua r ant ee Libya’s submission to Washington’s will. After Libya, 
it will be Algeria's turn since that country possesses vast oil 
reserves and has been trying to install nuclear reactors, the writer 
continued. He said fofkming Libya and Algeria, America’s 
attention would be directed towards Syria, especially if that 
country declares new oil finds to justify Washington's greed. He 
said that the current embargo on Iraq was to ensure America’s oil 
interests to the Guff region and such a polity will be applied tp all 
other areas to ensure U.S. domination and hegemony. 


THE case of writer Sultan AJ Hattab who was banned by tbe 
Jordan Press Association from writing in Jordan because be 
appeared on Israeli television deserves a more extensive airing 
out in order to gauge more accurately public opinion on the entire 
episode. 

There were only a handful of artides on the subject which failed 
to address and resolve the issue in a coherent maimer. Tbe natural 
thing to do in such a dispute is to refer it to the supreme court of 
the land for a thorough legal examination with a view to arriving 
at a ruling that would serve as precedent for similar litigations in 
the future. One wonders, in tins vein, if there are in fact 
Jordanian legislations on such subjects. Even more interesting 
would be to know whether such laws or regulations are in 
conformity with the Constitution of the country or with the 
mteraational treaties that Jordan had signed and ratified. On top 
of the list of international pacts that bind Jordan on such matters 
is of course the International Covenant on CtviT and Political 
Rights. 

From a purely policy point of view, one would be at pains trying 
to reconcile the punitive action against Mr. Hattab with tbe 
national decision to sue for peace with Israel. What is ironical and 
paradoxical in tins case is that some Jordanian commentators 
make a distinction between official contacts with Israel, which the 


ongoing peace process would necessarily entail, and private or 
non-official contacts with that country winch they maintain, is still 
premature. Yet, the decision to join the peace process regarding 
the Arab-IsraeH conflicts was taken by the entire country, people 
and government. It is one tiling to shun the diplomatic parleys on 
peace in the Middle East and quite another to accept them 
superficially or artificially or half-heartedly. 

Jordan and Jordanians need to make a choice between seeking 
peace at the negotiating table or looking for another coarse to 
settle their conflicts with Israel. But once a decision is taken to 
pursue the negotiating path for reversing the Israeli occupation 
and annexation of Arab territories, it would be utterly dishonest 
to draw a fine line between official and non-official contacts with 
the enemy. The criteria in judging such relations, be they private 
or official, should be whether such actions constitute treason. Any 
contact that may benefit tbe Arab causes in general and the 
Jordanian interest in particular should not be frowned at or 
condemned in an arbitrary manner. 

At a time when Palestinians of all walks of life are now free to 
engage their occupiers in different settings and fora without die 
gruelling inhibitions and complexes of past era, Jordanian writers 
must be afforded equal opportunities to engage the other side on 


television or elsewhere. The only provision should be that such 
interrelations promote the national interest. Needl ess to add, 
interpersonal contacts with tbe Israelis, whether directly or 
indirectly through tbe mas media, stand to facilitate the official 
negotiations between the two sides. We all know that public 
opinion in Israel has a tremendous impact on the official 
negotiating position of their representatives to the peace talks. 

If Mr. Hattab and other writers can enlighten even a IrttJe 
tut the Israeli audiences, they need to be commended for that 
rather than be condemned. This is not to suggest that wesh onld 
go overboard with such relaxed contacts. No one is proposing for 
example that cultural or economic relations with Israel sho uld b e 
promoted at this premature stage. And no one is t hinkin g in te rms 
of allowing Arab tourism to Israel or accepting the same from that 
country . AD that one may condone and even advocate at tins early 
is that Arab positions be articulated and diss e min a t ed to the 
other side by oar professionals from tbe non-official sectors in 
order to lend support to our official spokesman at tbe negotiating 
table. Gradually, tbe level of contacts need to be expanded as 
more and more progress is registered at the peace talks. For the 
rinv being, there is no justification for paralysing or suffocating 
complexes ypny* all forms of non-official relations. 


King addresses 3rd ordinary session of the 11th Parliament 


Democracy entails responsible behaviour; Jordan 
is committed to pursuing peace; political pluralism, 
responsible civil liberties will be safeguarded; 
Constitution, National Charter will ensure the unity 
of the people regardless of their status and creeds 


Iii tiie name of God, tbe Merciful, the Compassionate 

Members of tbe Upper House, 

Members of the Chamber of Deputies, 

In the name of the Almighty, I open this third ordinary session 
of the eleventh Parliament. I thank God for blessing our efforts 
with success as we rise to the task of defending this country, 
promoting its welfare and establishing tbe foundations of enlight- 
ened democracy, political pluralism and responsible dvil liberties. 
These are firmly rooted in tbe letter and the spirit of the 
Constitution and in the National Charter as a framework and 
expression of living, working and endeavouring to serve the 
country and ensure fee unity of our people regardless of their 
status -and c r eeds . They -Will lead to’lk^ecure and prosperous 
future, where aspirations wjjp flourish, and. where afl citizens will 
shoulder their responsibilities and work to w ards budding a model 
society, united and forward-looking in its search for security, 
prosperity and steadfastness. 

Members of the Upper House, 

Members of tbe Chamber of Deputies, 

My government assumes its responsibilities at a critical moment 
of winch you are fully aware. I have wished it to cany out its 
mandate in a donate of freedom, compassion and integrity in full 
compliance until the Constitution, the National Charter and the 
supremacy of the law. It will seek to achieve the national goals 
required by the imperative of comprehensive reforms in all walks 
of life on a sound scientific baas. To implement this objective, my 
government will cooperate with your esteemed assembly to enact 
speedy legislation arising from the abolition of martial law and tbe 
need to regulate political pluralism, freedom of expression, of 
speech and the press, as well as other legislation submitted to your 
assembly. Completion of tins agenda will stand as a token of 
maturity and awareness. It wfll enable us to meet future 
challenges with a united national wfll which carries the hallmarks 
of tiie new age based on liberty, knowledge, democracy, human 
rights, defence of the nation's accomplishments and recognition 
of the achievements of our forebears. 

Members of tbe Upper House, 

Members of the Chamber of Deputies, 

As it embarked on plans to counter the economic, social and 
educational effects of toe Gulf crisis on Jordanian life, in addition 
to other ramifications of which you are aware, my government 
was faced with fresh development at the international and 
regional levels. Foremost among these was tbe international, 
political drive toward tbe convening of a peace conference. 

For us, the issue of peace has been a comnntment confirmed on 
all occasions and in all platforms. It has been a constant 
component of Jordan's policy for decades which has been based 
on unswerving principles consistent with international legitimacy 
as represented % United Nations resolutions, aiming at a just and 
honourable peace which would guarantee the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people under the leadership of their sole legiti- 
mate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 
Therefore, my government has responded positively to the 
invitation to participate in tbe peace confe re nce. It has done so 
out of concern to defend our nation, to shoulder our responsibility 
toward our people and future generations, and to contribute to 
efforts Much, by virtue of tbrir recourse to right and jnstice, 
would inevitably lead to the benefit of the Palestinian people. Our 
u nfai li ng support and assistance to our Palestinian brethren, then 
as now, aims at enabling them to regain their sovereignty and 
rights over their national soil. 

In agreeing to participate in the peace conference, we have 
moved in the direction of peace. We are confident of our people’s 
ability to stand up to tbe challenges of tiie search for an 
honourable peace. It is a challenge which requires great courage, 
a clarity of vision and a steadfast adherence to firm principles. 
Members of tbe Upper House, 

Members of tbe Chamber of Deputies, 

I am sore you realise that democracy entails responsible 
behaviour and reflects a decent way of life. Those who commit to 
demo cracy auto m a ti cally take upon themselves the task of 
strengthening its foundation, defen d ing their country, upholding 
recognised values and preserving the au tho rity of the state and its 
various institutions. Democracy does not confer on any single 
group a claim of monopoly over wisdom or truth. Nor does it 
provide a licence to justify encroachment on the rights and 
liberties of tiie vast majority of the people, or question the role of 
tiie national security bodies entrusted with p rotect i ng the interest 
of the state and the people. Snch conduct can only be. construed as 
undermining tiie national security and that of the citizens. 

With great pride and high esteem, my government recognises 

the role of our armed forces in defending the country and 

pro tectin g its security and independence. It a p pr ec iat es tiie 
enormity of tiie burden they shoulder under difficult conditions. 
They do so out of respect for the principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt and firm commitment to pan-Arab ideals. My govern- 
ment, therefore, will accord tire armed forces, so dear to us all, 
every attention with regard to their training, armament, develop- 
ment and professionalism. It wfll ensure that they remain a 
stronghold of national and public security, providing tiie means 


for stability, prosperity and progress as well as for the defence of 
our land and freedom, standing as we are in the vanguard of the 
Arab World. 

In highlighting these elements, my government wishes to 
emphasise that Jordan’s security app a r a t us wfll remain the focus 
of its confidence, regard and concern. Security personnel will 
always be gallant soldiers in their country's defence, in their 
vigilance, sacrifice, deep sense of responsibility and self-abnega- 
tion, as they shoulder their sacred responsibility of protecting tbe 
country and its citizens from all danger. 

Members of the Upper House, 

Members of tbe Chamber of Deputies, 

Deeply aware of its pan-Arab duty and historical commitment 
to our nation’s destiny and causes, with the Palestinian issue at the 
top of the agenda, my government will endeavour to r e inf o r ce this 
commitment ou the bass of firm and unchanging principles in 
dealing with tbe Palestinian cause and our Palestinian brethren. 
This will be done in conformity with the principles of international 
legitimacy expressed through United Nations resolutions in order 
to: End tbe Israeli occupation; enable tbe Palestinian people to 
exercise self-determination on their national soil; implement 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 stipulating the inadmissi- 
bility of the acquisition of territory by force and confirming tiie 
prindple of tbe exchange of land for peace; stop tbe building of 
settlements and terminate settlement activities; bring about 
Israeli withdrawal from all tbe occupied Arab territories, includ- 
ing Jerusalem; and, provide tbe means for a just and permanent 
peace in tbe region. 

Within this framework, my government will continue to 
coordinate with our Palestinian brethren in such a manner as 
would lead to the desired effect, particularly with regard to the 
formula of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation and tiie 
deep-rooted principles on which our dealings with tbe peace 
conference are based. 

As a foumfing member of the League of Arab States, my 
government is anxious that the league’s role in achieving Arab 
solidarity should continue. It will therefore endeavour in every 
way possible to restore Arab solidarity in tiie wake of the Gulf 
crisis, with the objective of strengthening the ties of brotherhood, 
shared destiny and common interests among tbe league's member 
states. It will continue to exert its best efforts towards that end on 
account of its deep faith in Arab unity and its fervent desire to 
ensure the well-being of future generations. 

My government wfll also press on with the strengthening of 
cooperation and friendship with sisterly Muslim countries and 
their peoples as well as with other friendly co un trie s on tiie basis 
of mutual respect, common interests and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of others. With a view to realising these objectives, 
my government will further work to enhance Jordan’s role and its 
participation in regional, Islamic and international organisations. 
Members of tbe Upper House, 

Members of the Chandler of Deputies, 

In the fields of education, culture, guidance and youth, my 
government will persist in implementing plans that would make of 
the nineties a decade of comprehensive educational reform, 
entailing the improvement and development of the educational 
process and an equitable distribution of qualified personnel over 
the various regions of the Kingdom. In similar vein, it wfll 
continue its concerted efforts to bring about general cultural 
development and proride a climate of freedom for creative and 
intellectual pursuits. It wfll enhance youthful participation in the 
process of development on a basis suitable to the current phase, 
enabling the youth to make a creative contribution to the national 
effort and encouraging active debate on the history of Jordan, its 
development and national pride. 

The Ministry of Ed uca ti on is currently implementing a master 
plan aimed at introducing an integrated programme of civic 
education and military studies. It is con ducting a radical re- 
assessment of curricula and textbooks in tiie various cycles of 
edu c a t ion, in addition to drawing up plans for teacher training 
and q ualificati on. Flans also indude an expansion of vocational 
and applied education, a reconsideration of tiie nature of school 
texts and examinations, and an upgrading of educational adminis- 
tration and personnel. This will be done in line with the modem 
trend of moving away from rote learning in favour of induction 
and creativity. 

Standing at the threshold of significant social and scientific 
changes, marred by expansion in higher education, we most 
reaffirm t he pri nciple of academic freedom at our universities in 
order to strengthen their role in the process of change and 
development. As seats of thought and learning employing the 
scientific method to arrive at objective truths through recourse to 
tiie sources of knowledge as well as to be an informed debate on 
national issues, the universities are well equipped to meet tiie 
challe nge of modern science and technology. They must become a ■ 
springboard for progress founded on principles of freedom, 
democracy and justice to which we have committed ourselves, 
and exercised in a climate of creative action aiming at develop- 
ment and innovation. 

The change most be profound. It calls for very high standards. 
It most stand up to bigotry, avoid rote learning and superficiality 
and must be preceded by a thorough review aimed at reforming 


and improving education at all levels. These would include 
legislation, the relationship between education and national 
development and a deep commitment to the provisions of the 
National Charter, which envisaged a range of measures enabling 
Jordan to acquire the technology needed for resource enhance- 
ment within a scientific framework based on a modem education- 
al system and a dynamic cultural milieu imbued with concepts of 
liberty, unity and a better life. 

Preaching and gwi Hangg are, closely associated with maintain- 
ing national unity, enhancing tbe forces of amity and solidarity, 
and promoting foe general good in a dimate that does not allow 
for bigotry, intolerance or introversion. This being the case, we 
would emphasise that tire principal role of mosques and other 
places of worship is to educate people in matters of religion, urge 
them towards virtue, integrity , respect for public order and a firm 
rejection of division or disarray among the citizens. 

Members of the Upper House, ' 

Members of the Chamber of Deputies, 

Efforts must continue to modernise legislation and build 
institutional capacity to meet the needs of citizens and interact 
with development plans in a new spirit. This requires a new scope 
for administrative reform based on objective criteria and modern 
concepts of public office, inducting those related to follow-up, 
training, evaluation, supervision, legislation and incentives. 
.These efforts must aim at overcoming individual and social 
impediments to reform. Decentralisation must be pursued as a 
major objective through a more energetic role for district officers 
in the various governorates and other administrative units. 
Progress must be made towards providing authority and means to 
achieve the objective of enabling citizens to find answers to their 
problems in their own areas of residence, thus freeing central 
administrative units for the tasks of planning, follow-up and 
supervision. 

Members of tbe Upper House, 

Members of tbe Chamber of Deputies, 

Jordan has suffered more than any other country from the Gulf 
crisis. Perhaps foe most salient feature of Jordan's suffering in tins 
regard has been the continued impact of tbe crisis to this day, 
marked by great demographic pressures brought about by the 
return of about 300,000 of our citizens from tile Gulf, particularly 
Kuwait. 

We have interacted with these demographic pressures from a 
standpoint of a realistic ami scientific analysis of the nature and 
magnitude of tiie problem. The returnees constitute a large and 
sudden increase of about ten per cent of Jordan’s resident 
population. This has called for an increased parallel demand mi 
social and economic services as well as infrastructure. On the 
other band, tbe returnees represent a wealth of experience and 
skins aquired over long years of persistent effort in building up tbe 
societies and economies of aster states. While abroad, our 
returning citizens had the opportunity of working with the most 
advanced means of production. With their varied experience and 
strong skills, they will no doubt enrich our society and contribute 
to its economic growth. 

hi dealing with the question of the returnees, we have pursued 
a two-pronged approach. The first was to do our utmost to expand 
public services, particularly those connected with education and 
health. The other was to release the energies of the returnees to 
enable them to make a meaningful contribution to the productive 
base and to put their experience, skills and savings to good use in 
tbe various sectors of tbe economy. 

My government trill seek to provide technical and other 
services, indudiiig those in the area of informatics, to help, 
.channel savings towards investment. These will comprise director- 
ies on available and possible investment opportunities on 
expansion of existing infrastructure to serve tire es tablishment of 
new industries, especially those of a labour-intensive character. . 
The government will also provide partial financing for marketing 
studies and product-development projects. 

At tiie s am e tune, the government will persist in combating the. 
other negative effects of the Gulf crisis, espe cially tiw. recession 
experienced by the various sectors as a result of the closure of 
Jordan’s principal export markets. Efforts wfll be expanded to 
find new markets for exports, to conclude new trade agreements 
friendly and sister states, to support tire drive to upgrade 
production and to provide economic activities with flexibility arid 
a degree of immunity from fluctuations in tiie traditi onal markets. 

On the other hand, my government wfll sustain its efforts to 
restore economic relations with neighbouring Arab to - 

their original course, which is dictated by considerations of 
historical ties, geographical proximity and shared inftww r. Wo 
have, in fart, already recommended tire process of cooperation. 
Thanks are due to tiie government of tiie aster country of Sand 
Arabia for removing obstacles to trade exchanges, thus resuming 
the decades-long process of economic cooperation to tire benefit 
of both brotherly peoples. 

My government will continue to exert every effort to rectify the _ 
course of onr national economy and deal with the basic problems 
of recessi on , unemployment, fluctuations in tire .of 

payment and the budget deficit. We are encouraged that initial 
indicators show a positive trend in tiie Jordanian economy 

(Continued oa page .5) . 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the first Arab- 
Israeli peace, talks were inau- 
pirated in one Western coun- 
try were Muslims, Christians 
and Jews had once lived in 
harmony together, the world 
community was introduced to 
both old and new faces in 
Middle Eastern politics. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir and Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa 
were visible entrenched in the 
political status quo of the re- 
gion after years of experience 
and exposure. The Lebanese 
delegate Fares Bouez was a 
new hue, not surprisingly so 
since very few have had a 
chance to become old in 
Lebanon. 

The Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians stood oat in that they 
introduced not only new faces 
bat new styles to their image 
abroad and at home. Men and 
women, old and young, Mus- 
lim and Christian all were 
there and all were talking. 

The maximum exposure, the 
openness with the press and 
the multitude of speakers, all 
indicated that these people 
were coming from societies 
undergoing a change. The 
feudal autocratic political 
trends had been undergoing 
change in both societies and 
nowhere was it more evident 
than in Madrid. 

The old guard for better or ' 
for worse was being replaced. 

Noticeably absent from the 
Palestinian delegation was die 
one face that has come to be 
the face of Palestine to the 
world. Yasser Arafat was not 
there. For die first time in 
contemporary Palestinian his- 
tory, another face, another 
man. another style spoke to 
the world in the name of Pales- 
tine. 

His name and his face were 
unknown to the world com- 
munity. Even to most Palesti- 
nians, the Gaza physician was 
an elegant elderly gentleman 
■who they had never seen or 
heard of. 

The world community ruled 
dial Dr. Abdul Shafi’s elo- 
quent presentation of the- 
Palestinian case in front of the 
world tribunal had no equal m 
Madrid. Almost overnight the 
place of the Palestinian people 
became dear. The Western 
world had been the slowest of 
all history students, but sud- 


denly it all fell into place, even 
for them. The Palestinian 
fighters bearing arms, the re- 
fugees, the stone-throwing 
youths, the images that the 
Palestinians bad brought to 
peoples' minds, presented to 
them m a language they under- 
stood, finally made sense. 

Sharing with their enemieSka 
history of repression and de- 
nial of identity, the Palesti- 
nians reached out to the 
Israelis in a gesture of peace. 
The Israeli answer was one of 
refusal, but the man from Gaza 
refused to be provoked into an 
emotional rash reaction. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi continued to 
Speak of peace and the spirit of 
Co-existence. 

For those who knew him 
before Madrid as a physician, a 
founding member of the big- 
gest and most important 
Palestinian institution any- 
where — the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation — and as a 
deportee, he had always been a 
community leader. 

Many observers noted that 
the Palestinians needed both a 
leader of the present and one 
who had a strong connection 
with the past to present their 
case to the world. No one 
suited that role better than Dr. 
Abdul Shafi. At 72 he is the 
father figure that the Palesti- 
nians have always sought. As a 
founding member of the 
Palestinian parliament in exile, 
the Palestine National Council, 
he symbolises the political 
camp that fought to liberate 
the land by the same means 
that it was taken: by force. His 
status as deportee made him a 
symbol of the Palestinian suf- 
fering and his occupation as a 
physician made him a healer. 

Hie political reality and the 
military forces that brought the 
Palestinians and Israelis 
together in Madrid also helped 
create the people who went to 
Madrid. 

At 72, Dr. Abdul Shafi is 
almost as old as the Plaesti- 
nian-Israeli conflict itself. He 
saw how the roots of the con- 
flict grew in -the 1930s and 
1940s and watched how his 
native Gaza was turned into a 
giant refugee camp as a result 
of the 1947-48 war. He was 
there when Gaza was invaded 
and occupied by Israel in 19S6 
and again in 1967. He watched 
as Gaza, one of the most over- 
populated areas in the world, 
became the birthplace of- the 
Palestinian intifada, the upris- 



Haidar Abdul Shafi 

_ing against the Israeli occu- 
piers. 

History of service 

Dr. Abdul Shafi began his 
professional life as a servant to 
the political order that claimed 
to give Arabs their freedom. 

After finishing medical 
school at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, Dr. Abdul 
Shafi served as a medical offic- 
er in the “mechanised brigade" 
of the second regiment of what 
was known as the 9th army in 
1944. The 9th army was one 
component that made up the 
forces which were supposed to 
open the second front in the 
Balqans against the Axis pow- 
ers in World War II. 

Shortly after the war ended. 
Dr. Abdul Shafi was called on 
to aid care the over 200,000 
Palestinian refugees that 
poured into Gaza as the result 
of the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. 

“We were swamped; the 
population of Gaza was 
100,000 and all of the sudden it 
tripled; there were refugees 
everywhere," he recalls. 

Born into a well-to-do family 
and the son of a member of the 
Supreme Muslim Council, Dr. 
Abdul Shafi was able to go to 
Dayton, Ohio, to continue his 
post-graduate studies at the 
end of 1949. 

Opening a private clinic 
upon his return in 1954, Dr. 
Abdul Shafi was barely estab- 
lishing himself when the 
Israelis overran Gaza . and 
occupied it on their way to 
fight Egypt’s Jamal Abdnl Nas- 
ser in 1956. 

“They came, occupied and 
killed. They bad no mercy," he 
recalls today, noting that “we 
have mo feelings of' revenge 
despite all that they did to us.” 

It was after four months of 
occupation and many deaths 


that the Israelis finally with- 
drew early in 1957. 

“Many people were lined up 
and shot; there were many 
massacres perpetrated by the 
Israelis in Khan Yonnis, Rafah 
and Gaza City,** Dr. Abdul 
Shafi recalls of a time when he 
treated mostly people with 
shot wounds. 

“The occupation lasted for 
four months and a half. Only 
after the American interven- 
tion at the time by President 
Eisenhower did the Israelis 
withdraw,” he said. Ei- 
senhower sent an ultimatum. 
The next morning everyone 
woke up and there were no 
Israelis in Gaza.” 

Dr. Abdul Shafi compares 
America's clout with the 
Israelis at the time to the situa- 
tion today. “Only the Amer- 
icans can change Israel,” he 
says. 

Ten years later, Gaza saw 
the beginning of yet another 
Israeli occupation; this time it 
was to be longer and even 
more brutal than the one that 
had preceded it. 

The occupation authorities 
wasted no time in forcing their 
rules on the occupied. In 1969, 
Dr. Abdul Shafi was banned 
for a period of three months to 
the Sinai for security reasons. 
Only a few months after his 
return, be was deported to 
Lebanon. After a three 
months' period. Dr. Abdul 
Shafi and a group of five other 
deportees were granted special 
amnesty and allowed to return. 

The threat of banishment 
has remained a reality for Dr. 
Abdul Shafi and the rest of the 
Palestinian population living 
under Israeli occupation. But 
banishment and oppression 
have made the Palestinians 
into exactly the kind of people 
who are the least likely to 
accept the status quo. 

"If the peace fails," Dr. 
Abdul Shafi warned, “some- 
thing terrible will happen; the 
forces of extremism will pre- 
vail." 

As the next round of talks 
between Arabs and Israelis are- 
abont to begin. Dr. Abdul 
Shafi will again lead the 
Palestinians to the peace table 
to talk about co-existence. 

Having accepted Israel's ex- 
istence on land taken by force. 
Dr. Abdul Shafi explains that 
peace has a price “for them 
and for us.” “We," he says of 
the Palestinians, “have paid 
already.” 


Feelings run deep as Algerians 
prepare for multi-party election 


By John Baggaley 

Renter 

ALGIERS — Ahmed Ben Bella, 
former Algerian president and a 
party leader in the country’s first 
mnlit-party general election next 
month, ran into a barrage of 
shoes at a rally in the eastern 
town of Souk Ahras. 

Throwing shoes — in this case 
by bearded fund amentalist s — is 
an extreme insult in Arab culture 
and the incident showed the 
depth of feeling as Algeria pre- 
pares for an unprecedented ex- 
perience — free elections after 
decades of one-party rule. 

“Traitors ... frying to hide your 
treachery behind your beards," 
Ben Bella, leader of the Move- 


ment for Democracy in Algeria 
(MDA), shouted hack at the 
hecklers, to whom his age — 74 
— and status counted for no- 
thing. 

The event was widely reported 
in national newspapers, amid tbe- 
cacapbony of political debate, as 
49 parties and 1,089 independent 
candidates — a total of 5,790 
hopefulls — stand by to chase the 
electors in earnest. 

Poised on the brink of an ex- 
periment which could bring either 
democracy, uncertainty or an 
Islamic fundamentalist state to 
this North African country of 25 
million people, Algeria is being 
carefully watched by its North 
African neighbours. 

France, with its large immig- 


rant community, Algeria’s trade 
partners and creditors, and Gulf 
Arab nations where democracy is 
largely unknown, are also keep- 
ing a keen eye open. 

Campaigning starts officially 
on December 5, with voting on 
December 26 and a second 
round, in areas where an outright 
winner fails to emerge, on Janu- 
ary 16. 

Han ging over it is uncertainty- 
over whether the most powerful 
opposition, the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), will take part. 

The only party competing for 
every one of the 430 seals in the 
new parliament, it is followed by 
the National Liberation Front 
(FLN), which ruled from inde- 
pendence in 1962, chasing 429 


scats. The FLN is alreay talking 
about a post-election coalition or 
government of unity, another 
“first” 

• Other leading parties, by num- 
bers of candidates now officially 
released, are the centre-right 
Algerian Renewal Party (381), 
the Islamic -Party Hamas (380), 
Ben Bella’s MDA (334), and the 
Socialist Forces Front of Inde- 
pendence war vertern Hotine Ait 
Ahmed (322). 

Protests by FIS militants led 
President Chadli Benjedid to 
postpone the elections from the 
original date, June 27. At rallies 
since the FIS has erected huge 
prison-type bars as a reminder 
that its detained leaders still dic- 
tate its actions. 


King addresses Parliament session 
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towards containing the effects of the crisis. Contrary to expec ta tions, the 
gross domesti c product for 1991 has achieved a positive growth of up to 
one per cent. The ratio of consumption to gross domestic product 
decre ase d bom 119 per cent in 1990 to 101.5 per cent in 1991, a decrease 
of 17.S per cent also, the trade account deficit in the balance of payments 
was reduced by 16 per cent during the same period. 

The government wiH continue to control expenditure whilst striving to 
provide a good level of services. It win persist in providing subsidies 
wherever necessary while ensuring that there is no waste of resources or 
unjustified growth in expenditure. 

The gov e r nm ent wiH continue to deal with the foreign debt and 
rescheduling process with a view co reducing the burden. It will pay special 
attention to the management and control of the external and do me stic 
public debt. External borrowing will be curtailed and win be restricted to 
soft development loans. 

Unemployment and poverty continue to pose a great challenge to our 
social fabric. The government will maintain its strategy of encouraging 
inves t ment and production geared towards the creation of new job 
opportunities. To this end, the government has reviewed all relevant 
regulations winch aim at activating the private sector to enable ft to play 
its part in developing the process of production and increasing jobs. It hu 
taken appropriate measures to regulate the domestic market and guest 
labour. The government has maintained its efforts with sister countries 
aimed at finding new job opportunities for Jordanian workers. 

With regard to those institutions directly involved in combating poverty 
and unemployment, the government has sought to support social-work 
and voluntary organisations through providing financing for the imple- 
mentation of integrated social and productive projects. It has facilitated 
the provision of easy loans for small projects through the specialised credit 
agencies. It has expanded the scope of the development and employment 
fond and has augmented the role of tire Vocational Training Organisation 
to indnde framing, rehabilitation and assistance in the establishment of 
small projects by its own graduates. 

Despite the dif fi cul tie s faring the Jordanian economy, the government 
will persist in dealing with the problem of fanners’ debts with a view to 
alleviating the burden it imposes on formers. The government will exert 
continuing efforts to resume and activate the development process 
through a range of measures. These include: Instituting a medium-range 
national development programme, expanding the private sector’s role in 
the production activities, providing for a competitive investment dimale, 
the identifying of sectoral problems, and adopting policies, measures and 
incentives to enhance private-sector participation in the process of 
development. The goals of this development programme are to: 

1. Activate the development process and achieve positive growth rates 

that would have a beneficial effect on the standard of living of citizens. 

2. E ff ect a gradual reduction of the ratio of consumption to grass 
domestic product. 

3. Reduce the trade account deficit in the balance of payments through 
increasing and diversifying exports, encouraging tourism and remitt- 
ances from abroad, and reducing imports. 

4. Augment foreign currency reserves, reduce the reliance on foreign 
loans and decrease the debt burden. 

5. Reduce the budget deficit through introducing structural reforms with 
regard to expewfiturers and revenues and targeting subsidies directly 
to those who need them. 

My government is currently preparing a national strategy for the 
protection of the environment with the purpose of ensuring a sustainable 
ecological balance among its principal components in snch a manner as to 
protect the well-being of the citizens now and in the future. It is also 
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working on activating local councBs and eoabhog them to play their pan in 
the development of our cities, villages and local communities on an 
integrated base. 

My government accords the important issue of water the highest 
priority, it is folly cognisant of the political, legal, economic, social and 
technical aspects of the difficult water situation in the country. This 
requires not only an effective management of water resources, but also a 
policy of conservation, augmentation of available resources and a constapt 
search for new sources. Through these measures, we hope to meet the 
water needs of Jordan now and in the future. 

We would also need to work hard to protect oar acquired rights to 
waters shared by neighbouring countries, within the framework of 
regional solutions to ensure Jordan’s water needs. 

Members of the Upper House, 

Members of the Chamber of Deputies, 

The ratification of the National Charter by oar people was in an 
expression of their national and h uman aspiration. We must, 
therefore, regard the principles bf the charter as guiding rules to 
our political action and democratic approach, as well as oar 
social, scientific and economic progress. Recourse must be made 
to the charter by all our institutions in the process of enacting 
legislation, drawing up strategies or instituting plans in the various 
walks of life and as a means of ensuring the rule of law and 
strengthening our democratic society. The National Charter must 
be faithfully honoured and consulted at a stage of our develop- 
ment when we week to bolster equality, justice and equal 
opportunity in this country which has carved out for itself a 
glorious chapter in the nation's modem history through its unique 
response to the difficult challenges it has faced as well as through 
its unbending commitment to its national pride. 

We are at the thresholds of a new era which olds the prospects: 
of profound and radical changes. These enormous challenges 
impose cm us the responsibility of facing them with wisdom and 
foresight. They require us to widen the scope of our awareness. 
and our future hopes and to reject signs of divisiveness and 
weakness of resolve. 

My government, therefore, will interact with this new phase 
with enhanced courage, sense of responsibility, discipline and 
awareness in order to protect the country and its citizens from all 
dangers or conspiracies and in order to bolster its achievements 
and its dignity, security, progress and prosperity. We must all 
realise that Jordan’s historic pan-Arab role continues to assert 
itself. 

In order to preserve this role, we have had to cope with the 
burden of being besieged and misunderstood. We have chosen to 
rise up to the challenge because of the principles upheld by our 
forebears as they hoisted the liberating flag of the Great Arab 
Revolt. It was the same principles that our soldiers defended on 
the walls of Jerusalem and on the two banks of the river. As we 
rise to the battle for peace, we shall remember the sacrifices made 
by our ancestors in fighting injustice, aggression and oppression 
and in seeking justice, peace and freedom for the country, its 
people and its future generations. 

Peace be with yon and God’s mercy and His blessings. 
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ranee wins international 
ister skiing tourney in Aqaba 
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A1 Wihdat secures league title 


v a Jordan Times 
Si^" Reporter 

L A .uAN — The French water 
$h.u ig team Sunday won the 
Aqaba International Skiing com- 
petition with a total of 4,788.1 
points. 

’■ • Th 2 Swiss team came in second 
v.Tth a ic:s! oi 4,221.5 points 
Telle", ri 'ey the British team with 
4,148.3 ze its. 

Tti :er. n, held under 
the patroiii.^- oi His Majesty 

■ King Hussein, was organised by 
1 -Srrorean Skiing Federation 


in cooperation with the Royal 
Jordanian Marine Sports Federa- 
tion on the occasion of King 
Hussein’s birthday. 

Slalom competition 

In die Slalom competition Ger- 
many won the ladies event with 
570.4 points followed by Switzer- 
land with 564.9 points and Britain 
with 515 points. 

In the men’s 35-44 age-group 
Austria won first place with 697.8 
points followed by France’ with 
692-2 points and Switzerland with 


OVERALL STANDINGS 



Sfadotn 

Tricks 

Jmnp 

Total 

Francs 

2220.7 

6463 

1920.9 

4788.1 

■ Switzerland 25583 

191.2 

691.8 

42213 

Britem 

1893.9 

428.2 

1826.2 

4148.3 

.Ger.zay 

1816.3 

715.7 

1354.6 

3886.7 

Aos.-ia 

2204.1 

324.8 

11713 

3700.4 

Denmark 

1234.9 

763.4 

794.4 

2793 

Bel^pn 

1456.4 

175.8 

9263 

2558.7. 

Italy 

11573 

423 

784.4 

2364.9 

Sweden 

1694.6 

515.1 

— 

2208.7 

G-??C3 

1138 

97.2 

140 

1375.2 

OTt -.nr 1 

658 

159.3 

494.1 

1312.4 


686.7 points. 

In the 45-54 age-group Switzer- 
land won first and second places 
with 245.4 and 642.4 points, fol- 
lowed by Germany with 6313 
points in third place. 

France won in the men’s over- 
55 group with 481.8 points fol- 
lowed by Italy with 387.7 points 
and Sweden with 348.9 points. 

Tricks competition 

Switzerland won the ladies 
tricks competition’s first and 
second places with 338.2 and 
2463 points followed by Ger- 
many in third place with 183.1 
points. 

In the men's 35-44 age-group 
Denmark won first place with 
400.3 points followed by Italy 
with 379.6 points and Sweden 
with 251.3 points. 

In the 45-54 age-group Sweden 
won first place with 245.1 points. 
France came second with 206.9 
points and Germany finished 
third with 1913 points. 

In the over-55 group Switzer- 
land came first with 141,7 points 
followed by France with 108.6 
pnints and Britain with 1043 
points. 


Jump competition 

Switzerland won the women's 
jump competition with a jump of 
243 metres followed by Britain 
with 22.9 metres and Denmark 
with 223 metres. 

In die men’s 35-44 age-group 
Austria won first {dace with a 
jump of 34.2 metres followed by 
Germany with 34.1 metres and 
Italy with 323 metres. 

In the 45-54 age-group Austria 
won first place with 32.7 metres 
followed by Germany with 29.9 
metres and France with 263 
metres. 

Britain won in the over-55 
group with 23.7 metres followed 
by France with 21.7 metres and 
Italy with 15.6 metres. 

The competition was held over 
a period of five days at the 
Aquamarina Hotel in Aqaba. It 
was opened Thursday by Minister 
of Youth Saleh Irsbeidat. 

Fifty-five participants from Au- 
stria, Britain, Belgium. Switzer- 
land, . Germany, Sweden, De- 
nmark, Finland, Italy, Greece, 
France and Spain participated. 

The participants Sunday visited 
Pbaraon Island and Wadi Rum 
and are scheduled to visit Petra 
Monday. 


By Aken Ban nayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 16th week of 
the premier division soccer cham- 
pionship's second round ended 
with A1 Wihdat topping the 
sta n din gs as A1 Ahli and A1 
Faisali, with only one point dif- 
ference struggle to secure second 
place. 

In the first of two matches 
played at A1 Hassan Sports C5ty 
Stadium, in Irbid, Al Faisah 
scored a convincing win over A1 
Hussein of Iibid who recently had 
some disappointing results. 

After missing a penalty shot 
ami a series of attacks, A1 Faisa- 
H’s Frras KhalaHeh scored the 
first goal from another penalty in 
the 23rd minute. This was fol- 
lowed by a defensive error from 
teammate Adrian Awad which 
gave Al Hussein their only goal in 
the 32nd minute to end the first 


half at 1-1. 

Jiryes Tadros scored Al Faisa- 
Ifs second goal in the 58th minute 
followed by Kbafed A wad’s goal 
which ended the match 3-1 for Al 
FaisalL 

In the other match played in 
rain and stormy winds in Irbid, Al 
Ahfi scored a convincing win over 
Al Arabi. • 

Al Ahli’s Nart Yadaj scored his 
team’s first goal from a header in 
the 15tfa minute as Al Arabi lost 
quite a few chances but repeated- 
ly tried to attack Al Abb’s goal. 

Abdul Razzaq Kokash scored 
Al Ahli’s second goal as Al Arabi 
faced increasing difficulty in 
penetrating Al Ahli’s defences. 

Nart Yadaj scored his second 
and his team's third goal in the 
80th minute to beat Al Arabi 3-0. 

At Al Hussein Youth City, in 

Amman, Al Karmel beat Al 
Jazireh 1-0 thus eliminatin g Al 
Jazireh’s chance of staying in the 
first division. Al Jazireh re- 


JORDAN SOCCER STANDINGS 

AFTER THE 16TH WEEK 


fcotksdy kept attacking Al Kar- 
mel’s goal hoping to score an 
early goal, but in a sudden fast 
turnover Al Kannel’s only attack 
bore fruit as Mahmoud Suleiman 
soared tire only goal of the match 
in the 23rd minute. The second 
half was slow and did not yield 
any results and Al Karmel won 
■ tire match 1-0. 

Bottom of the league Al Jeel 
surprised Al Qadissidb as striker 
Mahmoud Masarweh scored Al 
Joel’s two goals in the 28th and 
34th minutes. Mazen Sbahm otf 
AL Qadissieh scored his team’s 
first goal in the 46th minute fol- 
lowed by another by Ismail Awa- 
dai. 

Munir Hantash was not satis- 
fied with a draw as be scored Al 
Qadissieh’s third goal to win the 
match 3-2. 

Jihad Abdul Mune’m of Al 
Wihdat topped the scorers stand- 
ings with 14 goals, followed close- 
ly by Al Ahli’s Waked Fataftch 
with 13 goals. Aref Hussein of Al 
Hussein has 9 goals while Khaled 
Awad and Jiryes Tadros of Al 
Faisali and Mouwaffaq Abu 
Hudetb of Al Ramtha each have 
8 goals. 

The 17th week of the cham- 


r.-» 



Jihad Abdul Mune’m 

ptonship begins Wednesday as Al 
Wihdat plays Al Hussein. On 
Thursday A! Jazireh plays Al 
Arabi, while on Friday Al Kar- 
mel plays Al Qadissieh and Al 
Faisali plays Al Ahh in a match 
that will decide the runner up to 
Al Wihdat who have already se-af 
cored the title. The match be- 
tween Al Ramtha and Al Jed has 
been postponed as Al Ramtha 
{day in Oman in the Asian Qubs 
Championship. 


Leconte once more becomes the French hero 


LYON. France (R) — Henri 
Lecom? once more played the 
French hero Saturday, carrying 
his team to victory in the doubles 
to open a lead of 2-1 over the 
United States in the Davis Cup 
final. 

Leconte, who pulled off a 
sensation when h beat Pete Sam- 
pras in foe second singles Friday, 
teamed with Guy Forget to beat 
the experienced American part- 
nership of Ken Flach and Robert 
Seguso 6-1 6-4 4-6 6-2. 

The victory gave the underdogs 


an option on their first Davis Cup 
triumph in almost 60 years when 
the two return singles are played 
Sunday. 

Spurred on by the deafening 
roars of 8,000 French fens in foe 
Palais Des Sports, Leconte play- 
ed another sublime match, pro- 
ducing a series of brilliant return 
winners and some breathtaking 
touch shots. 

The French duo were mobbed 
by the whole home team as they 
came off court at foe end of the 
match and non-playing captain 


Yannick Noah could hardly speak 
for tears of joy. 

“We want to win. We can 
win,” be shouted excitedly. 

Forget plays foe first return 
singles against Sampras with 
Leconte concluding the tie 
against Andre Agassi. 

France need to win just one of 
Sunday’s singles to take the cup 
for the first time since 1932. 

As world number seven. 
Forget had been expected to be 
the kingpin of France’s squad but 


he test foe opening singles Friday 
to Agassi and looked surprisingly 
fragile at times in the doubles. 

Leconte, who feD to 161st in 
the world after a third back op- 
eration in July this year, was in 
masterly form however as he 
constantly egged Forget on to 
victory. 

It was their eighth Davis Cup 
match as a doubles pair and th ei r 
eighth victory. The American 
pair had lost only once in 12 
previous ties. 



W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

PTS 


A I Wihdat 

14 

1 


30 

3 

29 

Al Faisafi 

11 

1 

4 

28 

13 

23 

Al Ahfi 

9 

4 

3 

28 

14 

22 

Al Btomtha 

9 

1 

4 

30 

13 

19 

Al Qadirieli 

7 

2 

7 

19 

24 

16 

Al Hasseb 

5 

4 

6 

25 

20 

14 

Al Arabi 

4 

5 

7 

22 

22 

13 

Al Karmel 

5 

1 

10 

17 

36 

11 

Al Jazireh 

2 

2 

12 

13 

24 

. 6 

Al Jed 

1 

1 

14 

7 

46 

3 


Note: Al Ramtha- Al Hn wt n match and Al Ramtha- Al Wihdat 
match have been postponed. 
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Bayern faces discontent after 5th home defeat 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich, 
German soccer's flagship for the 
last - ’o decades, continued their 
dfe'.irous season when they Were 
beaten 4-3 at home by Werdcr 
Bremen. 

Bayern, who have won the title 
a record 12 times, suffered their 
fifth home defeat of the season to 
fop to 12th place. The BundesK- 
gs's most expensive outfit of stars 
look like being reduced to specta- 
tors in foe tight title race. 

-ir.tracht Frankfurt remained 


top of the league despite a sur- 
mise 1-1 draw at home with 
Rufrma Duesseldorf. 

They lead on goal difference 
from second-place VFB Stutt- 
gart, 2-0 victors over newly- 
promoted Duisburg, and Borus- 
aa Dortmund, who beat Karl- 
sruhe 1-0 Friday. 

With just two games remaining 
before foe Bundesliga's tradition- 
al winter break, Bayern seem to 
have completely lost their way 
and face a soul-searching winter 


SR 



of discontent. 

This season's drama and pathos 
at the Munich dub, who have 
won the title five times in-tbe&st 
seven years, would provide a 
fitting script for a spotting soap 
opera. 

A trainer has been fired, a 
former veteran international 
lured out of retirement to keep 
goal and two of German soccer’s 
biggest names brought in to get 
the club out of trouble. Yet the 
team’s form seems to be getting 
worse. 

Despite the dose scoreline, 
Weider had little trouble in 
securing their first win in Munich 
for 23 years against a lacklustre 
Bayern side wttb lacked creativity 
and organisation. 

The Bavarians have now lost 
more games than they have woo 
in Munich’s Olympic Stadium, 
which used to be the most intimi- 


dating ground in the Bundesliga. 

During the week Bayern voted 
to allow former players Franz 
Beckenbauer and -Karl-Heinz 
Rucnmemgge to take over as vice- 
presidents with the responsibility 
of improving the playing staff. 

Beckenbauer, West Germany's 
1990 World Cup-winning coach, 
and Rummeuigge, a former team 
captain, were tbe third big names 
to join foe dub this season. 

After Dane Soren Lerby re- 
placed sacked coach Jupp Heync- 
kes, former national team goal- 
keeper Toni Schumacher came 
out of retirement to solve .injuiy 
problems with (he dub’s keepers. 

But Beckenbauer and the 
18,000 crowd, small by Bayern 
standards, saw the visitors quick- 1 
ly build up a 3-0 lead with goals 
from New Zealand striker Wyn- 
ton Rufer, Marco Bode and Ste- 1 
fan Kohn in the seventh, 32nd, 


PLAT OR DEPEND? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A J8 
9 J 63 
0Q J 94 
*KJ 6 

WEST • EAST 
*K4 

9 Q 9 7 2 9 A 10 8 6 

0 10 72 0965 

* 10 743 * A Q 9 8 

SOUTH 

* Q 109 8 5 3 
9K 4 
OAKS 

*5 2 

The bidding: 

South West North Bast 

1 * Pass 2 0 . Pass 

2 * Pass 4 4 Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of V 
Here's another opportunity to 
test your analytical skills. Study all 
four hands and decide whether or 
not South should make four spades 
after West leads a low heart 
If East goes up with the ace of 
hearts and returns the suit, declarer 
wins the king and takes a trump 
finesse, losing to East’s king. But 


declarer can win any return, draw 
the outstanding trumps and then 
s 

cash out four diamond tricks for a 
club discard from 'hand. Declarer 
will concede only ode 'club* trick,' 
making four-odd.- 

The defenders can do better, 
however. Suppose that East inserts 
the ten of hearts at trick one. Now 
you can win the king and take the 
trump finesse (or lead ace of trumps 
and another). East takes the king 
and leads a low (!) heart to West’s 
queen. West shifts to a dub and the 
defenders take two club tricks to go 
with the heart and spade already in 
the bank. Down one. 

Have you changed your mind 
about the outcome of the hand? Did 
you elect to defend? Well, let's go 
back to tbe first trick. Now suppose 
that declarer plays the jack of hearts 
on the lead of the two. Blast’s goose 
is cooked. No matter what the de- 
fenders do. West cannot gain the 
lead to push a dub through. In the 
fullness of time declarer will get a 
club discard on the diamonds and 
make four spades. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 





“When I go to heaven, will I get 
a halo big enough to cover 
my bald spot?” 


iffllp 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to aach square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



OEGOS 


immmi 


ANNICE 


:j_dl 


























A THING TO 
WHICH A FER50N 
M16HT JUMP. 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hers: ft lTII I II 1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: EMERY GAMUT NAUGHT PRISON 
Yesterday gremflreiw- 

IN "GNOME-MAN'S" LAND 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. . 


ACROSS 
1 kn addition 
5 Confused 
condition 
9 Bid 

14 Gaze totentty 

15 Tiny bit 

16 Arouse to action 

17 So be tt 

18 Vast multitude 

19 Bored stiff - 

20 Submit 

23 Caustic 
substances 

24 Nav. off. 

25 Attempt 


n a^^B 

na ana 
aaa ■ 

lauaaa 


Cl 891 ntM iMt ScnrieM. toe. 



Yesterday's Pnzzfe Strive* 


nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnoo nr.tT.nro 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
minoon nnnnrj 
nnnnnnnnnm:r; nnn 
remnn^n nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnn 
Hnnnnonnnrnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnrjnnmn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
rinri nrnmnranninnr.irD 
nnnnn nnnnrin 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
orcnno nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(November 25-November 29, 1991) 

.A MMA N — The U-S. cuueucy rose substantially European 

cnncacMS last week, in a technical correction that was possible m 
tbe context of other favourable factors. These ranged from positive U.S. 
economic reports, to market con ce rn s over tbe possibility of aootber 
Soviet coup. -The d ollar tins ended an average of two per cent higher 
Rjtajor European currencies, compared to the previous week, but 
only margjnaily higher against the yen. 

. The d o flar ra llied against Emopean currencies Monday, bat dropped 
sharply ag a i n s t the yen. The movements were attributed to to H rn ira l 
correctio ns to balance the dollar's oversold pos i tions last week. Tbe 
yen's advance was likewise caused by short covering a gwFW tbe mark, 
which was triggered in Tokyo after the governor of the Rnnir of Japan 
was reported to have said that a higher tone to the yen is to 

reduce the s urgin g trade balance. Tbe U.S. unit thus ended at its lowed 
dosing levels of the week at 1.5885 marks, 127.92 yen, and 1.7935 
deltas to tbe pound starting, but above its dose at the end of the 
previous week against Emopean currencies. 

Tuesday witnessed wide fluctuations, as the U.S. currency gyrated 
between a low of 1.5780 and a high of 1.6255 mer i ts, before dosing at a 
slightly lower level in New York. Observers nwrntninwi that tbe Haiiar 
was initially sold on the release of October’s Consumer Confidence 
Index in the U.S. revealing a sharp decline to 50.6 per cent, its lowest 
start the 1982 recession. But the U.S. uni t soon reversed direction upon 
news of a statement made by tbe German eco nomi cs minister, in which 
be was thought to have favoured an exchange rate range of 1.60-1.70 
marks to the doflar. Analysts, however, maintained t tat traders 
over-reacted to the minister’s comments, pointing oat that he was 
merely stating exporters' views and not German policy. German official 
statements confirmed this analysis latex on. Nevertheless, the dollar 
- bre a c he d resistance at 1.60 marks and 130 yen to dose in New York at 
1.6110 marks and 130.10 yen. 

The U-S. unit rose again Wednesday, buoyed by a couple of strong 
economic U.S. data releases. Weekly jobless rfanw fell by 80,000 and 
October’s Durable Goods Orders soared by three per cent compared to 
its 4.2 percent drop the previous month, thus overshadowing a 0.4 per 
cent decline in October’s Consumer Spending. The U.S. currerey also 
received a political boost from comments by Russian and Soviet foreign 
■winfetwf ft who alluded to the possibility of another coop in the USSR 
very soon, if economic conditions continue to worsen. 

Market sensiti vi t y to Soviet reports and rumours lingered in the Far 
East and Europe towards the end of the week, with the U.S. traders 
away cm Thanksgiving holiday' Thursday, and particularly after 
Lithuania's deputy prime minister reiterated the same fears regarding a 
possible coup. Tbe dofiar thus readied a peak of 1.6350 marks Friday, 
with mark sides for yea accentuating the dollar’s gains against the mark, 
bat B un ting it against the Japanese unit. But news later on during New 
York trading, that President Gorbachev dismissed the reports, helped to 
ease the doflar, particularly with market participants hesitating to keep 
open positions over the weekend. The dollar thus ended the week 
substantially higher against European currencies but with limited gams 
against the yen, which ended substantially higher against the mark at 
79.93 yen to the mark, compared to 81.67 yen to the mark at the end of 
the previ o u s week. 

Market participants await tbe release of a string of U.S. economic 
reports tin week, which analysts expect wifi largely determine the 
d ir ection of the U.S. currency, especially after most traders covered 
their dollar short positions last week. They « ph»ina«I that the Soviet 
troubles were grasped as a welcome opportunity to correct a technically 
oversold position, adding that it would be harder for mere Soviet 
speculation alone to hold the dollar up against the flow of U.S. 
economic data. Technical analysts, on the other hand point to a trading 
range of 1.60 to 1.65 marks during the course of tin week, with strong 
support at 1.6255 marks and resistance at 1.6430 marks. Over the longer 
term, some expect a tions stfll point to 1.55 marks to the dollar before the 
end of January 92. 


Now York Ooo lw fl Ratos for MsiorCnmndts Against the 
UJ. Dollar 


Percent 

Change 


[i.4m 


( 2.53)8 


(7.65)8 


(2.42)8 


(0.42)8 



Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


USD Per STG 


Exchange Rata 


Recession swells demand for help in U.S. 


CHICAGO (R) — Tbe hungry 
and the needy are asking for help 
in swelling numbers across the 
United States as Christinas nears 
in the grip of a recession which 
has robbed many of their jobs, 
charitable agencies have said. 

A food pantry in the largely 
white, usually affluent suburbs 
northwest of Chicago ran out of 
food. A church in San Francisco 
reports that middle class contri- 
butors have stopped writing che- 
ques. The Salvation Army is 
trying to find a way to help 
millions more than it did last 
year. 

“The need has increased 
tremendously,” Leon Ferraez, a 
spokesman for the Salvation 
Army, said. 

"Last year we helped 6.8 mil- 
lion (at Christmas time). We are 
expecting to assist nearly eight 
million this year,” be said. “Tbe 
need keeps going up but the 
money doesn’t.” 

“We’re seeing almost a white 
collar kind of poverty," Mr. Fer- 
raez added. "People are worried 
about being laid off (losing jobs), 


uncertain about their future. 
They really don’t know what’s 
going to happen. They’re not 
spending money.” 

“We need to raise maybe $170 
million, as opposed to $155 mil- 
lion last year. In some areas of 
this country there is a 200 per 
cent increase in demand for ser- 
vices," be said. 

In San Francisco, the Reverend 
Cedi Williams, pastor of Glide 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church, said: 

“I've been here 20 years and I 
have never seen the lines increase 
so rapidly. There is an intensity, a 
quickness to it, that surprises us.” 

The church helps about 4,500 
people every day, be said. He 
estimated the pleas for help have 
grown by about 25 per cent in the 
past year. 

“We know by the calls’s we’re 
getting that people want quick 
relief. They want it in regards to 
food first. They, want some land 
of shelter, and clothes,” Re- 
verend W illiams said. 

“The critical thing is that we're 
down 30 per cent in money (con- 


tributions) from last year. We’re 
down about 45 per cent in what 
we call middle class contributions 
— the checks for $25 to $100. 
.This recession is really hitting 
middle dass America,” he said. 

In Chicago the local office of 
the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews said it was 
swamped with requests for help 
after it announced a food prog- 
ramme for residents of public 
housing estates. 

“We’re finding it overwhelm- 
ing,” said the Reverend Stanley 
Davis. 

In the Chicago suburb of Park 
Ridge, tbe town’s relief office had 
to stop its food pantry operation 
when it ran dry before the tradi- 
tional Thanksgiving holiday. 

The office said it had more 
requests for food baskets than 
ever before, and had to dip into 
contingency funds to meet that 
need. 

Sally Wilson, spokeswoman for 
Catholic charities in San Francis- 
co, said: “We were out of food at 
one of our centres. There were 
many more young families who 


have been out of work for some 
< iiM now. It’s worse than last 
year.” 

In Houston, where an annual 
outdoor Thanksgiving dinner was 
served for the homeless, poor and 
hungry, officials reported a crowd 
bigger than ever before. 

“We fed 17,000 people last 
year. We fed 20,000 ibis year, 
gfliri Tammy Bohon, chairman of 
the event. 

Meanwhile, American consum- 
ers are entering the crucial 
Christmas shopping season with 
their confidence at its lowest level 
in more than a decade, according 
to a survey which spells bad news 
for retailers. 

Tbe consumer confidence in- 
dex compiled by the Conference 
Board, a business research group, 
fell to its lowest level since May 
1980, dropping to 50.6 from 60.1 
in October, when it was already 
described as recessionary. 

The index is based on a 1985 
average of 100. 

A separate survey published by 
tbe University of Michigan said 


Algerian parliament allows foreign 
companies to invest in energy field 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s deci- 
sion to open its oil, gas and 
mineral wealth to foreign ex- 
ploitation and expertise should 
bring it welcome hard cash 
next year and long-term better oil 
production, diplomats and indus- 
try experts said Sunday 

“Just about every big oil com- 
pany in the world is interested,” 
one oil industry expert said. 

The Algerian parliament Satur- 
day night passed laws allowing 
foreign firms, up to now banned 
from sharing output at existing 

Yeltsin solves 
financial row 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin agreed after 
talks with Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev Saturday to guarantee 
funds from tbe Soviet state bank 
to ensure payment of salaries and 
other budget items. 

A statement issued by Mr. 
Gorbachev's office appeared to 
end a deadlock between the state 
bank, Gosbank, and the Soviet 
parliament, which had refused to 
authorise credits of 90.5 billion 
roubles ($156 billion at the offi- 
cial rate). 

Gosbank said tbe two presi- 
dents reached broad agreement 
on how to cut expenditure by 
Soviet federal authorities to re- 
duce die country's budget deficit. 

“If these conditions are 
observed, Russia is prepared to 
assume responsibility for guaran- 
teeing the credits of Gosbank 
the statement said. 


fields, to take up to 49 per cent in 
known and future oil, gas and 
mineral reserves. 

The state ofl and gas giant 
Sonatrach will keep a minimum 
of 51 per cent. 

“Shell, B.P. and Exxon, which 
probably have the cash and re- 
sources to do it, are very in- 
terested ... I know that Neste, the 
Furnish firm, is also keen. A lot 
of its crude came from Russia 
which has dried up,” the oil 
industry expert said. 

Algeria forecast earnings from 
its sweet, or low sulphur,, ofl and 
its gas next year at $11.45 billion. 
Last year its mines produced $45 
million in exports, including iron 
ore, zinc, phosphates and lead. 

The government wants to 
attract np to $7 billion quickly to 
kick-start its economy which has 
been crippled by shortages of 
spares and raw materials because 
of lack of foreign exchange, 
which had to go to foreign debt 
repayments. 

It also particularly wants to 
improve recovery rates at its ofl- 
fieids* notabiy-tbe biggest, Hassr 
Messaond, which provides about 
half its current 800,000 barrels a 
day erode production. 

Energy Minister Nonline Ait 
Laonssine. who hopes tbe change 
will bring $14 billion in tbe next 
10 years, said in an interview 
after tbe vote. ”... It is not 
possible for a country like Algeria 
to content itself with a recovery 
level of 22 per cent when you 
compare this with that achieved 
in the world ...” 

The government believes fore- 
ign expertise and cash can help 



FURNISHED VILLA 
REQUIRED 

Expatriate family urgently requires quality fur- 
nished villa in west Amman, 3/4 bedrooms with 
telephone, garden, no duplex. 

Please phone 660742, 676602 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Abdoun 

Furnished apartment has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2nd floor 
plus telephone & private garage. 

Rent for 6 months JD 3,000 
Rent for full year JD 4,750 

For more information call 

810520 - 810605 - 810609 
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overcome poor maintenance and 
lade of modem technology and 
lift output to 40 or 50 per cent. 

Officials say a one per cent 
improvement of recovery at Hassi 
Messaoud would mean an extra 
50 million tonnes (392 million 
barrels) a year. 

OPEC member Algeria is also 
keen to use the power provided 
by the quality of its oil to increase 
world prices. 

Mr. Ait Laoussine said in an 
interview in London last month: 
“We shouldn’t shy (away from) 
using that power to defend our 
prices ... it is a tool in our hands if 
tomorrow prices are allowed to 
fall.” 

Prime Minister Sid Ahmad 
Ghozali put his considerable poli- 
tical muscle into getting the law 
passed, seeing it as a lifeline for 
die North African country’s 25 
million people. 

The government insisted in- 
vestment conditions must be 
made favourable enough to 
'attract : foreigners in.: an* in- 
creasingly competitive cSmate. 
-•Senior ‘Western oiHfidusfry ex- 
ecutives, warning Gulf oil pro- 
ducers recently, said new oppor- 
tunities for exploration and in- 
vestment, particularly in the 
Soviet Union, could take foreign 
investment to areas where re- 


wards were greatest. 

Last week, Mr. Ghozali said 18 
firms had expressed interest 
ahead of the parliamentary vote. 
He did not name them. 

A Western diplomat said that 
besides those named by the oil 
expert, among others known to 
be interested in an enhanced re- 
covery programme were the 
ARCO, Texaco, Chevron, 
Occidental, Total of France, Ita- 
ly's AGIP and the Danish firm 
Maersk. 

“The key is to attract the 
American majors who have the 
financial muscle,” he added. 

“I am sure it will attract money 
but it won't be $7 billion. I think 
the lower end of about $2 billion 
will be in tbe bag part way 
through next year.” 

Another diplomat also forecast 
“$2 Ullkm, bit I can't see it 
coming before the second haf of 
next year,” pointing to political 
uncertainty in Algeria. 

“The serious companies will 
wait for the election. • A new 
parliament is not likely to be in 
phtae by March, A '‘he added:- 1 

“The change in the law is a 
positive development and signi- 
fies the intent of the government 
to continue economic reforms,” 
another Western diplomat com- 
mented. 


Ground Floor Of A Villa For Rent 

Ground floor with an area of 360 square metres consists of 
4 bedrooms, one of them a master, 3 spacious salons, 3 
bathrooms, large oak wood kitchen with an area of 6x6 
metres, large verandas, super deluxe finishings. 

Fit for a diplomatic mission. 

Location: Sweifleh. Please call tel. 644634 


FOR RENT 

A super deluxe villa, furnished or unfurnished, 1st 
floor, in an excellent location near the Chinese 
embassy in Shmeisani. the villa consists of three 
bedrooms (including master bedroom), dining and 
guest rooms, three bathrooms, two balconies. There 
is telephone, separate entrance and garage. Good 
for. a diplomat. 

You may call on 6(60734, 
between 9 am.-l p.m. and 5-8 pjn. 
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consumer sentiment fell to 69 last 
month from 783 In October, 
according to sources who have 
seen die private report. Universi- 
ty officials were not available to 
comment. 

“The sharp decline in consum- 
er confidence over the past two 
months cuts across all segments 
of the population — all age 
groups, all income brackets and 
all regions of the country,” said 
Fabian Linden, executive direc- 
tor of the Conference Board’s 
Consumer Research Centre.” 
This is the classical profile of a 
recession.” 

U.S. share prices fell last week 
on tbe latest sign of economic 
weakness, while treasury bonds 
rallied on the assumption that 
weak confidence could lead to 
another cut in interest rates. 

The dismal numbers do not 
augur well for retailers, some of 
whom depend on tbe last five 
weeks of the year for half their 
annual sales or more. 

With consumers particularly 
concerned about the availability 
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of jobs, and few expecting to see 
their incomes rise, they haw 
been keeping at tight grip on their 
wallets in a vicious cycle that 
drags tbe economy further down. 

“Comaimers’ growing concern 
about job security appears to be a 
major cause for the precipitous 
drop in confidence,** Mr. Linden 
added. 

Of those surveyed, only 4.8 per 
cent said jobs were plentiful, 
while 47.9 per cent said jobs were 
hard to get. 

Consumer spending accounts 
for two-thirds of all goods and 
services produced in tbe United 
Stales and is never more impor- 
tant than during die Christinas 
shopping season, which tradi- 
tionally starts in early December. 

The University of Michigan in- 
dex, based on a 1966 level of 100,- 
has not been below 69 since 
February, during the Gulf war. In 
February tbe index was at 62, 
according to the Commerce De- 
partment, which uses tbe report 
in its monthly index of leading 
indicators. 


Kuwait 
to clear 
domestic 
bad debts 
by end 
of year 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Kuwait said Saturday it would dear 
about $20 billion worth of bad debts among its 11 commercial banks 
and investment firms by year's end. 

Central bank governor. Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz A1 Sand A1 
Sabah, told an Arab foreign exchange conference in B ahrain die 
emirate would assume responsibility for the debts by issuing bonds 
with a maximum maturity of 15 years and an eight to ten-year grace 
period. 

Yields would vary on an annual basis according to the average rate 
of interest for cost of funds within die Kuwaiti hanking system, he 
said. 

In a drive to force troubled banks to stand on their own feet, the 
central bank would also stop guarantees on shareholder’s equity 
although guarantees on deposits would remain, he said. 

“The intention of this process is to dear completely die banking 
system of aO the bad debts they have so that they can start fresh as if 
they are newly established banks,” he said in reply to a question from 
reporters. ~ 

At the same time, removal of the government guarantee on 
shareholders’ equity wonld “give the banks complete responsibility 
for their decisions,” he said. 

“I believe that before die year-end the process must be complete 
otherwise there will not be any kind of benefit for tbe balance sheets 
of the Kuwaiti banks,” be pointed out. 

Sheikh Salem said he was referring only to domestic debts, 
indodmg loans hit by Iraq's invasion in August last year and the 
accumulation of bad debts dating back to the 1982 collapse of 
Kuwait's unofficial secondary stock market, Soak A1 Manakh. 

Economists say die emirate’s banks have also been hit by a fall in 
die speculative value of their stock and capital flight. 

“I can’t give you a concerte answer but I believe it’s (domestic bad 
debts) a volume of around 5.7 billion Kuwaiti dinars ($19.9 billion),” 
Sheikh Salem said. 

He said tbe maturity of bonds issued by the central bank would, 
depend on the rescheduling process with debtors but added: 

“We at the central bank believe those types of bonds should not 
exceed a maturity of 15 years from the date of issue. But the tranches 
of maturities of such bonds perhaps will start from eight to ten years 
depending on the rescheduling process.” 

“And foe level of interest wifi be the average rate of interest of foe 
cost of funds for foe Kuwaiti banking system. That will be fixed on 
annual basis so that the banks will not be incurring losses,” he added. 

Sheikh Salem told reporters the average cost of funds rate for 1991 
was being worked out by the central bank. But he said it might not 
exceed the pre-invasion 1989 level of five per cent. Some banks are 
Imping for an interest rate of eight per cent. 

Sheikh Salem said the central bank was pressing on with plans to 
merge undercapitalised commercial banks and forge stronger links 
between Kuwaiti and international institutions. 

This would require a review of foe overall structure of tbe banking 
and financial system, including amendment of existing laws and 
regulations, he said in prepared remarks to foe 17th meeting of the 
Inter Arab Cambist Association. But be stressed that banks would 
have to become more self-reliant. 

“Banks and finan c ia l institutions roust pr e p are their own individual 
plans for the future, which will be a period of self-reliance, 
competition and integration with international markets,” he said. 

“The Central Bank of Kuwait will provide tbe monetary and 
supervisory framework for stability and competition,” he said. “But 
tiie banks and financial institutions will have to prove their ability to 
adjust and c om pet e .” 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished, completely independent with all 
modem conveniences, and spacious garden. 

Located opposite Jordan University 

For appointment call 669785 


Pre-Qualification For Travel Agent Services 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (U.N.-ESCWA) invites com- 
panies specialised in International Travel Ser- 
vices to contact the Purchase and Transportation 
Unit of ESCWA at its temporary office (located in 
Shmeisani, Abdel. Hamid Sharaf Street No. 28, 
telephone 694351 extension 142) to obtain a pre- 
qualification questionnaire in connection with Travel 
Agency Services. 

Last date for submission of pre-qualification 
forms will be December 10, 1991 at 1200 
hours. 






























































Ukraine voters tell Gorbachev 


Timor commission finds it 


to recognise independence 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainian voters 
cast tbeir ballots for independ- 
ence Sunday, ignoring warnings 
from Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev that their country 
would face disaster on its own. 

A sample of voters interviewed 
as they left a polling station on 
Kiev’s Vladimir Street, a short 
walk from the golden domes of 
the St. Sophia Cathedral, ail said 
they had voted for independence. 

“Of coarse I voted for inde- 
pendence,” said Oksana Alshits, 
a housewife. “We ‘all think that 
the Ukraine can survive on its 
own. We have lots of talented 
people.” ’ 

Asked what she thought of 
warnings of catastrophe from Mr. 
Gorbachev, she replied: “That’s 
not our business. We want to 
look after ourselves.” 

Opinion polls say up to 80 per 
cent of the 37.5 milli on voters are 
likely to back independence for 
the Ukraine, a strong farming 
and industrial republic with a 
population of 53 million and an 
area larger than France. 

Mr. Gorbachev told U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush Saturday that 
“yes" vote in the referendum did 
not mean the Ukraine was mak- 
ing a break from Moscow. 

“To push matters in this direc- 
tion would mean heading for 
disaster — for the union, for the 
Ukraine itself, for Russia., for 
Europe and the world," ho said in 
a telephone conversation re- 
ported by Soviet News Agency 
(TASS). 

But most Ukrainians are confi- 
dent that breaking away will 
bring them greater prosperity. 


NATO 
agrees to 


command 

reshuffle 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO, en- 
ding months of wrangling over 
the shaieout of mifitaiy power be- 
tween Britain, Germany and 
Norway, has agreed major 
changes in its command structure 
for the post-arid war era, alliance 
sources say. 

The restructuring, to be for- 
mally approved by NATO de- 
fence ministers in Brussels later 
this month, means that Germany 
will gain more mifitaiy influence 
in Central Europe and that Nor- 
way will lose one of the main 
NATO headquarters. 

“This is part of dunging the 
alliance to meet new realities,” 
said one NATO source. 


The headquarters for Northern 
Europe will be moved to Britain 
from Norway, another command 
centre in Britain will be dosed 
down and Denmark will come 
i under the military sphere of a 
German NATO geneal in Central 
Europe. 

The area of Central and North- 
ern Europe was the most impor- 
tant in military terms for the 
16-nation North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) during de- 
cades of confrontation with the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw 
Pact 


Now that this doomsday sce- 
nario is just a fading nightmare, 
the affiance is restructuring its 
forces into smaller, multinational 
units that can be deployed quick- 
ly from the Arctic to the 
Mediterranean — and catting 
command posts. 

A new “Rapid Reaction** 
Corps, to be set up under British 
command, is one key element of 
those forces. 

But Germany, which had tradi- 
tionally played a low-key role in 
alliance military affair s because 
Of its history, has been pressing 
for a greater role now that it is 
united. 


Alliance sources said it bad 
been agreed that the Germans 
should have command of multi- 
national air units that will support 
the new “Rapid Reaction** 
Forces on the ground. 

In addition, Denmark and the 
German region of Schleswig-Hol- 
stein — once attached to the 
Northern Command in Norway 
— are to be reassigned to 
NATO’s Central Command, 
which is always nm by a German 
general. 

The Northern Command near 
Oslo mil be moved to North- 
wood, near London. 


They hope a pro-independence 
vote will bring quick recognition 
from Western countries, includ- 
ing the United States. 

Mr. Kravchuk dismissed Gor- 
bachev's warnings that the 
Ukraine would face catastrophe if 
it cut itself off from the Soviet 
Union. 

“There will be no catastrophe 
of any kind,” he told reporters 
after casting his vote for inde- 
pendence in a central Kiev poll- 
ing station. 

He predicted that the pro- 
independence vote in some parts 
of the Ukraine might be as high 
as 90 per cent and firmly rejected 
suggestions that independence 
might plunge the Ukraine into a 
Yugoslav-type conflict with Rus- 
sia. 

“This will not be repeated 
here," he said. 

Meanwhile, 11 Soviet republics 
agreed at a meeting in Moscow 
on the right to form their own 
armies, Ukrainian defence offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

Ukrainian Defence Minister 
Konstantin Morozov and Vasily 
Dnrdiaet5, chairman of the 
Ukrainian parliament’s Security 
and Defence Committee, told a 
news conference that Soviet De- 
fence Minister Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov also attended the meeting. 

Mr. Durdinets said the repub- 
lics approved a joint statement 
saying there was nothing to stop 
any republic setting up its own 
armed forces in accordance with 
what it called the principles of 
collective security for a tran- 
sitional period. 

“This is the first official docu- 


ment concerning the right of all 
Soviet .states to create tbeir own 
armed forces,” he said. Only 
Georgia did not attend the meet- 
ing. 

The Ukraine plans to set up its 
own army and has begun mobilis- 
ing a separate National Guard for 
internal security. 

Mr. Morozov said: “It was very 
hard to reach a mutually accept- 
able agreement on this very im- 
portant subject.” 

The right of republics to set up 
armed forces had always existed 
in theory but its reaffirmation at 
the meeting Thursday and Friday 
was politically significant, be 
said. 

“What is important here is the 
reaction ... of the leadership of 
the former union to the processes 
which are happening and their 
acceptance of those processes,” 
be said. 


In a separate development, 
Kazakhstan leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, certain of winning 
the republic’s first presidential 
polls Sunday, says he sees the 
election as a vote on his plans to 
introduce a free market eco- 


nomy. 

“I don’t think people should 
vote for me so much as for the 
programme we are proposing, so 
that we can bear the difficult 
transitory period,” Mr. Nazar- 
bayev, the only candidate, told 
reporters after casting his vote in 
the capital, Alma-Ata. 

His economic programme in- 
cludes wide-ranging privatisation, 
freeing of prices, introduction of 
a new currency and getting more 
control over the exploitation of 


its resources. 

But the leadership in this re- 
public of 16 million people ack- 
nowledges that living standards 
are likely to fell as prices rise and 
inefficient state concerns move 
towards bankruptcy when state 
subsidies are gradually with- 
drawn. 

In Washington, the chief of the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) believes Mikhail Gor- 
bachev will be forced from power 
in the Kremlin by the end of this 
year, U.S. News And World Re- 
port magazine said Saturday. 

Hie magazine said in the 
“Washington Whispers” section 
of its latest edition that Mr. Gor- 
bachev would be forced from 
office as president of the Soviet 
Union if the Ukraine secedes. 

“In briefings late last month, 
Robert Gates, the CIA’s new 
director, predicted that after the 
secession of the Ukraine from the 
union, Mikhail Gorbachev would 
be forced to quit by the end of the 
year," U.S. News said. 

The magazine said Mr. Gates's 
analysis convinced U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker and Nation- 
al Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft of urge President George 
Bush to recognise Ukrainian in- 
dependence. 

A CIA spokesman had no com- 
ment on the report. 

Mr. Bush said Friday that there 
would be no major break with 
Mr. Gorbachev over the 
Ukraine. The United States is 
expected to begin a process to- 
wards recognition of the Ukraine 
if voters there approve independ- 


Poll puts Bush’s approval 
rate below 50% for 1st time 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush's approval rat- 
ing with Americans has fallen 
below 50 per cent for the first 
time since he took office, acoor- 
dind to a poll released Saturday 
by Cable News Network (CNN) 
and Time magazine.. 

The poll of 500 Americans con- 
ducted on Nov. 26 found Mr. 
Bush's popularity at 46 per cent. 

Mr. Bust's rating was as high 
as 91 per cent in some polls 
during the January-Februaiy 
Gulf war but has steadily declined 
because of the country’s econo- 
mic woes. Only 18 per cent of 
those questioned in the CNN- 
Time poll thought Mr. Bush was 
handling the economy well while 
74 per cent rated him poor on 
economic performance. 

Mr. Bush is planning to 
announce an economic stimulus 
plan during his State of the Union 
address in January. 

The Los Angeles limes said in 
its Saturday edition that Mr. 
Bush was considering a shake-up 
of his administration because of 
his ^kdinmg popularity including 
a replacement for Chief of Stale 
John Sununu. In a story from 


Washington, the newspaper quot- 
ing unidentified sources reported 
that several Mr. Bush advisers- 
say they expect the changes be- 
fore the end of the year, perhaps 
as early as next week. 

In recent weeks, many Repub- 
lican critics began Uniting Mr. 
Sununu with what they characte- 
rised as die White House's lack of 
sensitivity to U.S. economic ills 
and the need for quick action ona 
stimulus package, the newspaper 
said. 


Fighting 
continues 
in Croatia 


Time in its latest edition re- 
ports that Mr. Sununu is largely 
on one side of an internal White 
House debate over economic and 
political strategy. 

One faction Jed by Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady, and 
joined for. the most part by Mr. 
Sununn and Budget Director 
Richard Darman, advocates 
doing as little as possible to 
change policy'. Time said in an 
article to appear Monday. 


It said they fear that a tax-cut 
bidding war with Congress would 
get out of hand, deepening tire 
budget deficit and drviing up in- 
terest rates. 


IRA blamed for firebomb 


attacks on London stores 


NATO defence planners 
feared a massive armoured strike 
through Germany, combined 
with a Soviet naval attack from 
the huge bases around the Arctic 
port of Murmansk that would cut 
off Norway and threaten vital 
trans-Atlantic shipping lanes. 

For that reason, NATO based 
one major command post near 
Oslo and concentrated most of its 
forces in Germany. 


LONDON (R) — Firebombs set 
light to four furniture stores in 
the heart of London Sunday in 
attacks police said were probably 
the work of the Irish Republican 
Army (ERA). 

Tire fires broke out around 3 
a.m. in a coordinated series of 
attacks that caused damage rang- 
ing from slight to severe at three 
stores in Tottenham Court Road, 
a top West End shopping street, 
and at a discount furniture ware- - 
bouse in North London. 

There were no injuries and no 
claims of responsibility but police 
said evidence pointed to tire IRA, 
raising fears of a Christmas 
bombing campaign in mainland 
Britian by the group fighting to 
end British rule in Northern Ire- 
land. 

“We believe that they were 
planted by members of the pro- 


visional IRA,” said Commander 
George Clmrdull-Colenian, bead 
of London’s Metropolitan police 
anti-terrorist unit. 

“We can't discuss tire type of 
device except to say that they 
were small devices well hidden,” 
he told reporters. 

Hundreds of people were tem- 
porarily evacuated from their 
homes in the Tottenham Court 
Road area and the street was 
sealed off twice by police investi- 
gating the fires. 

The second alert occurred 
when police found a suspect de- 
vice at a fourth furniture store on 
the same s tree t . 

Security forces in Belfast 
meanwhile said three stores and a 
pub were damaged in the city 
over the weekend in a series of 
firebomb attacks also believed to 
be the work of the IRA. 


The new battles marred the 
14th ceasefire since fighting 
erupted after Croatia declared 
independence from Yugoslavia in 
June and its Serbian minority 
rebelled. 

Croatian media said five peo- 
ple were killed and 24 were hurt 
in an attack on Osjek Saturday. 


spruces 
up for 
Islamic 
summit 


DAKAR (R) — This is not time 
to be a petty thief in the capital of 
Senegal, the small West African 
country which can hardly believe 
it is about to host the Islamic 
summit. 


Squads of police are rounding 
up Dakar's riff-raff, placing them 
out of sight of the kings and 
presidents coming to the Atlantic 
edge of the Muslim World. 

“Monster round-ups in Dakar: 
Police on war footing" reported a 
headline last week in the govern- 
ment newspaper Le SoleU. 

But police forays into the 
coastline grottos where dropouts, 
c riminals and wandering lunatics 
have made tbeir humble nests are 
only the most visible sign of a 
massive security operation for the 
Dec. 9-12 summit of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference. 


“Every member of the Sene- 
galese security forces is mobil- 
ised,’’ said Mamadou Wahab Tai- 
ls, the minister-delegate in 
charge of the summit. 

“In the security domain we 
always havetobe pessimistic. We 
put ourselves in the situation 
where anything can happen,” he 
said in an interview. 

France, which has more than 
1,000 troops permanently sta- 
tioned in the former jewel of its 
African empire, is lending Puma 
helicopters to help out with air 
surveillance, according to Le 


Soleil. 


BELGRADE (R) — Sporadic 
fighting dented a ceasefire in the 
rebel Yugoslav Republic of 
Croatia Sunday just hours before 
United Nations envoy Cyrus 
Vance was due to begin a peace 
mission, Croatian radio said. 

The former U.S. Secretary of 
State was due to arrive in Bel- 
grade to decide if conditions are 
right for the U.N. to send 
peacekeeping forces to Croatia 
after five months of bloodshed. 

The success of the truce is vital 
if peacekeepes are to be de- 
ployed. It has held for days on 
many battlefields but fighting 
worsened in some parts of 
Croatia Saturday. 

On Sunday, Croatian radio re- 
ported mortar fire on the town of 
Podravska Slationa north east of 
the republic’s capital, Zagreb, 
and said gunfire and explosions 
were beard in Osijek in eastern 
Croatia. 


It reported no other battles and 
the Belgrade-based news agency, 
Tan jug, said troublespots in cen- 
tral Croatia were mostly quiet 
overnight. It did not initially 
mention the new fighting re- 
ported by Croatian radio. 

Both the rival Serbian and 
Croatian media reported battles 
between Croatian forces and Ser- 
bian irregulars backed by the 
Yugoslav army in eastern and 
central Croatia Saturday. 


Among the OIC’s stated ambi- 
tions are defending the cause of 
'Muslims — it estimates their 
number worldwide to be 1.1 bil- 
lion — and supporting the 
Palestinians against Israel. 

It remains to be seen if either 
of these objectives will be adv- 
anced at this fifth summit but Mr. 
Wahab Talla, the minister dele- 
gate, predicted that between 35 
and 40 beads of state or govern- 
ment will be in Dakar. 


Senegalese officials and Arab 
diplomats say one notable absen- 
tee will be Iraq’s President Sad- 
dam Hussein, who was a far from 
frequent traveller before the Gulf 
war and has not set foot abroad 
since bis military defeat by a 
U.S.-led coalition. 

Bat Arab diplomats in Dakar 
said Iraq’s delegation would try 
to gain support for a resolution 
calling on the United Nations to 
relax its vice-like trade embargo 
on Iraq. 

Whether the move is successful 
largely hinges on the attitude of 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, whose 
invasion by Iraq triggered the 
war. 


hard to get anyone to talk 


DILI, East Timor (R) — An 
Indonesian. government commis- 
sion investigating last month’s 
army shooting of mourners in 
East Timor said Sunday -it was 
difficult to get witnesses to talk. 

“It is not so easy to meet them 
(witnesses and relatives of vic- 
tims) and to ask them. Will they 
explain openly? It’s quite a prob- 
lem for us... It is not easy to open 
their mouths,” Djaelani, the Sup- 
reme Court Judge leading the 
inquiry, told reporters. 

. East Timorese speak of wide- 
spread fear in the territory after 
16 years of hardline Indonesian 
rule in which more than 200,000 
people are said to have died 
through war and famine. 

That fear was intensified by the 
Nov. 12 shooting, when the army 
says 19 people died as troops 
fired to defend themselves 
against a mob. 

Several witnesses, some put- 
ting the death toll at up to 180, 
say it was an unprovoked attack 
mi 3,500 mourners who had gone 
to the Santa Cruz cemetery to 
mark the death of a separatist in 
riots two weeks earlier. 

Diplomats say some of those 
wounded in the shooting were too 
scared to go to hosfptal. Hie 89 
who did have been m a military 
hospital for nearly, three weeks 
with only visitors allowed from 
the International Red Cross. 


Kuwait, whose emir is the out- 
going OIC chairman , has donated 
nearly $9 million worth of vehi- 
cles, motorcycles and com- 
munications equipmet to Seneg- 
al's police, para-military gen- 
darmes and frontier force. 

Such precautions are under- 
standable when your guest list 
includes Libya's Muammar 
Qadhafi, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani of 
Iran. 

Senega] trill be the first country 
in sub-Saharan Africa to host a 
summit of the OIC. 

The organisation of more than 
40 Muslim or parti y-Muslim 
states was created in 1969 as a 
Saudi Arabian initiative after an 
arson attack by an Israeli on the 
A1 Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, 
Islam’s third most holy site after 
Mecca and Medina. 


Mr. Djaelani’s remarks came 
after United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
announced he was sending an 
envoy to Jakarta to negotiate 
conditions for a U.N. mission to 
investigate the shooting. 

The shooting has sparked an- 
ger in a number of countries, with 
one, the Netherlands, suspending 
aid. 

The United Nations does not 
recognise Jakarta's rule in East 
Timor, a former Portuguese col- 
ony which Indonesia invaded in 
1975 and annexed the following 
year. 


Many newspapers this 
weekend published an army- 
supplied photograph showing 
youths chanting and waving anti- 
Indonesian banners just before 
the shooting in the East Timor 
capital of Dili. 

Mr. Djaelani said another 
problem for the commission had 
arisen as a result of divisions 
among the people of Dili, who 
were split into factions for and 
against integration with Indone- 
sia. 

“If one group gives informa- 
tion to us about the other group, 
the other group will report to the 
police,” he said. 

“If the people we meet go 
missing, who will guarantee (their 
safety)?” 

Tte commission is looking for 
translators to interpret the local 
Tetum dialect. 

One commission member, 
Sqgjman, a senior official in the 
Interior Ministry, appealed to 
journalists to stop following the 
investigators in their search for 
witnesses. 

He said reporters had fright- 
ened away people who lived 
around the Santa Cruz cemetery 
when the commission visited it 
Saturday, the third day of its 
investigation. 

The place was deserted when 
they arrived except for scores of 
plainclothes security men, many 
from the feared army intelligence 
wing. 

One plainclothes policeman 
was discovered- in Mr. Djaelani ’s 
hotel suite where reporters had 
been invited Sunday morning to 
talk about events leading up to 
the shooting. 

Stunned sflence fefl on the 
room when reporters were asked 
to identify themselves, and one of 
them said he was from the police. 

The reporters protested, with 
one saying: “We want to be free 
to express what we know about 
this but we don’t want anyone 
who is not a reporter in the 
room.” 


Chinese minister cancels 


trip to Phnom Penh 


PATTAYA, Thailand (R) — 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen has cancelled a visit to 
Phnom Penh, where an angry 
mob attacked leaders of Peking's 
Khmer Rouge allies, Cambodian 
and Chinese sources said Sunday. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
chairman of Cambodia’s recon- 
diiatoiy Supreme National Coun- 
cil (SNC), told reporters upon his 
arrival Saturday at this Thai sex- 
and-sand resort that Mr. Qian’s 
visit would take place as sche- 
duled on Dec. 5 and 6. 

But a source in Sihanoukist 
faction said later the prince was 
told Saturday night of the can- 
cellation by China’s envoy to the 
SNC. 

“China said its foreign minister 
has to accompany Premier Li 
Peng on a visit to India during 
that period, so it had to definitely 
cancel the planned visit,” the 
source said after Chinese envoy 
Fu Xoezfaang met Prince Siha- 
nouk. 

Prince Sihanouk travelled to 
Thailand to chair a meeting of the 
SNC, which is suppose to repre- 
sent Cambodian sovereignty 
under a peace treaty signed in 
Paris in October to end 13 years 
of civil war. 

The meeting is being held here 
instead of Phnom Penh because 
of the violence that confronted 
Khieu Samphan and Son Sen, 
both SNC members and leaders 
of the Khmer Rouge during the 
group’s “killing fields" role in 
Cambodia, in the Cambodian 


capital last Wednesday. 

A million Cambodians lost 
their lives when the Khmer 
Rouge ruled the country between 
1975 and 1979. 

Many in the Phnom Penh mob 
last Wednesday said members of 
their families had been killed in 
the Khmer Rouge’s campaign to 
create a pure agrarian society. 

“I think China is worried about 
the security for its ally, the 
Khmer Rouge, and wants Uf dis- 
cuss this with me during the 
visit," Prince Sihanouk told re- 
porters upon arrival. 

• China, long at odtjs with Viet- 
namese who ousted the Khmer 
Rouge, we the main supporters of 
the Maoists in tbeir struggle to 
take power again in Phnom Penh. 

“The Chinese will go to Phnom 
Penh only when its allies, the 
Khmer Rouge, are in Phnom 
Penh with honour,” a Chinese 
official, who asked not to be 
named, told Reuters. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan, the 
nominal president of the Khmer 
Rouge, and Mr. Son Sen, its 
military chief, arrived in Pattaya 
Saturday and met Prince Siha- 
nouk, who is acknowledged by all 1 
factions as Cambodia’s bead of 
state. 


An Asian diplomat said China, 
as one of the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council, would push for concrete 
security measures to be im- 
plemented in Phnom Penh to 
safeguard the Khmer Rouge and 
other SNC members. 


Troops leave Togo premier’s residence, keep radio 


U.N. predicts 26% s kin cancer 
rise due to ozone depletion 


LONDON (R) — Worldwide 
slrin cancer rates will increase by 
26 per cent by the year 2000 if the 
Earth’s ozone layer continues to 
deplete at current rates, a United 
Nations Environment Program- 
me (UNEP) report released 
Monday said. 

UNEP also predicted an 
annual 1.6 milli on to 1.75 million 
additional cases of eye cataracts 
by the year 2000 if the ozone 
layer diminishes by another 10 
per cent by the end of the decade. 

The ozone layer of the atmos- 
phere protects the Earth from the 
damaging ultraviolet rays of the 
sun, a prime cause of sltin. cancer 
and eye disease. , 

Several years ago scientists dis- 
covered a hole in die ozone layer 


over the Antarctic which they 
believe was caused by certain 
ozone-destroying chemicals in the 
atmosphere, particularly Chlorof- 
luor ocarb ons (CFCs). 

UNEP made the estimates in 
an update to a 1989 report on the 
environmental effects of ozone 
depletion. The original report 
was issued after most of the 
world’s largest CFC producers 
agreed gradually to phase out the 
chemical, which is used in re- 
frigerators, aerosol cans and as 
industrial cleaners. 

The report said recent research 
shows that ultraviolet radiation 
breaks down the body’s immune 
System and affects all humans, 
not just those of light ttlburing as 
once thought. 


LOME (R) — Fresh fears of a 
coup against Togo’s reformist 
prime minister eased Sunday 
when rebellious troops withdrew 
from overnight positions around 
his official residence. 

However, the army kept its 
grip on the national radio. 

Diplomats said the soldiers 
appeared to be waging a war of 
nerves against Prime Minister 
Joseph Kokou Koffigoh's tran- 
sitional government, which took 
over many of military President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema's powers 
at a pro-democracy conference. 

“I think they just like to keep 
the pressure on,” one Western 
diplomat said. “They’ll keep it up 
until they get what they want.” 

The radio continued -broadcast- 
ing military communiques de- 
manding dissolution of the West 
African country's transitional leg- 
islative body, the High Council of 
the Republic (HCR), which last 
week banned Mr. Eyadema’s for- 
mer ruling party. 

Troops withdrew from around' 
Mr. Koffigoh's residence on Mr. 
Eyadema's orders Saturday 
morning after a 48-hour siege, 
but residents and the prime 
minister's military guard said they 
returned just before the start of a 


dusk-to-dawn curfew. 

They said two tanks faced the 
colonial-style building and dozens 
of troops patrolled the area 
tiiroughout the night, withdraw- 
ing at around 5 a.m. or 6 a.m. 

Rebel soldiers guarding the 
nearby radio building denied the 
residence had been surrounded. 

The soldiers, who claimed to 
represent the whole Togolese 
army, said they would stay in 
charge of the radio station until 
Mr. Koffigoh dissolved the HCR 
and named a new government 
composed of all the country’s 
political groups. 

They refused to say bow many 
troops were posted at the build- 
ing, or what army unit they were 
from. Reporters counted some 15 
soldiers at the front entrance, 
grouped around a tank. 

“We've got no quarrel with 
Koffigoh, but the HCR has been 
taking stupid decisions behind his 
back,” said one soldier, referring 
to the ban on Mr. Eyadema's 
Rally of the Togolese People 
(RPT) Party. Mr. Koffigoh was 
abroad when the decision was 
made and said he knew nothing 
about it. 

“We'H stay here until Koffigoh 
names a new government,” 


another soldier said. 

Army communiques earlier 
called mi Mr. Eyadema to replace 
Mr. Koffigoh, but on Friday night 
the president reaffirmed his faith 
in the former human rights 
attorney. 


The soldiers denied troops 
fired directly at crowds in two 
days of dashes with government 
supporters Wednesday and 
Thursday in which at least 25 
people were lolled. Witnesses at 
the time said troops shot indiscri- 
minately at passersrby. 

They said they fired into the air 
to protect themselves against hos- 
tile civilians, who were attacking 
lone soldiers in uniform. 

Some 100 people have been 
killed in Togo this year in vio- 
lence between pro-democracy de- 
monstrators and the army, which 
is fiercely loyal to Mr. Eyadema. 


The seaside capital was peace- 
ful Sunday. Traffic was normal, 
churches were open and joggers 
pounded along the beach outride 
Mr. Koffigoh’s residence. 

The land border with Ghana, 
briefly opened Saturday, was' 
dosed, but customs officials said- 
Lome International Airport was 
open outside curfew horns. Inter- 
national telephone links re- 
mained in service after a blackout 
Friday and most of Saturday. 


The coop threat is the latest 
political crisis to shake the coon-' 

try this year, following strikes and- 

street protests to end Mr. Eyade- 
ma’s iron-handed 24-year rule. 

Troops have briefly occupied 
the radio station several times 
smee the transitional government 
took power in August, and 
allegedly tried to kidnap Mr. Kof- 
figoh. 


Sources at the prime minister’s . 
residence said Mr. Koffigoh was 
holding a crisis meeting witii 
aides Sunday morning. 

Mr. Koffigoh said Saturday he 
had started talks to resolve the 
crisis and would include members 
of the RPT in discussions, but 
declined to say if the ban on tbe 
party would W KffaH - 


Tbe army later broadcast a 
formal denial that troops sur- 
rounded Mr. Koffigoh’s resi- 
dence Saturday night, saying sol- 
diers had just patrolled the City 
during tiie curfew. 

It said land borders had 
reopened and announced a shor- 
tened curfew Sunday night from 8 
j>4iu to. 4 a.m. 
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Japanese anti-AIDS 
posters spark 
controversy 


TOKYO (R) — A poster show- It 
ing a naked woman inside a can- 
dom sparked off a controversy 
Japan marked World AIDS Day ■ 
Sunday. The Society for Women J 
of Action lashed out at the pent. 
er, which bears the caption “thin w 
but strong enough for AIDS," 
saying it depicted women as sac 
objects or prostitutes, according smses' 
to local news reports. Another 
poster showing a Japanese maa 
holding a passport, with the capi- ,$l. 
tkm “have a nice trip but the & -;o- 
carefui of AIDS,” was criticised 4??^: 
by tbe Japan International Lea- 
trian and Gay Association as rein- £ j 
forcing the nation that acquired $ T Z er 
immune deficiency syndrome 1 5^*-; 
(AIDS) was a foreign disease. 

“'{Iris makes everyone think it’s & fjjr j 
foreign disease and not a domes- :i 
tic problem,” association head 
Teishiro Minami said. “Many ■S 
Japanese still don’t think AIDS is 
something that has to do with 
them,” Mr. Minami said, adding j. 
that the poster of the man. rein- 
forced the idea that men caught 0 
AIDS from foreign women, jjfgflt 
Tokyo Oty gave free Wood- tests 
and staged a concert Sunday, hot 'P 8 
refused to allow the distribution ^ . 

of free condoms. “The city re- ’’ 
fused to allow us to distribute 
condoms at this year’s Wodd 2 „ 
AIDS Day ” Mr. Minami said. 

“They seem to think it would & * 
encourage people to have sex." 2 
Newspapers reported that one 
railway company bad refused to 
display the condom poster be- 
cause it could be a bad influence * 
on children. 1 


Italian police free 


kidnapped teenager 


ROME (R) — Police have freed 
Stefano Giovannetti, an Italian 
teenager kidnapped a month ago 
for ransom and held in a cave 
where he was chained to a wall. 
Giovannetti, 17 y was found in die 
cave near the town of Frascati, 
south of Rome in the Alban Hfib, 
where be was abducted, police 
said. They were led to tbe cave by 
two suspects arrested after they 
made a telephone call demanding 
a- ransom from the victim's fami- 
ly, who own a rest aura nt and bar 
in the area. 


‘Granny killer* . 
gets life sentence 


SYDNEY (R) — An Australian 
salesman who terrorised the 
elderly women of north Sydney 
for a year was jailed for life for 
murdering six of them. Judge “ 
James Wood said John Wayne' 
Glover, dubbed the “granny kil- 
ler” by tbe press, was cunning 
and extremely dangerous. Glov- 
er, 59, had a police record dating 
back to 1947, some of it involving 
sexual deviance. He had twice 
attacked women in the street and 
tried to remove their underwear 
before being stopped. Wood said. 
Glover, a pie salesman, also had 
a police record as a voyeur, the 
judge said. He had pleadedqot 
guilty to murder but admitted 
kilting the women. Tbe jury 
found him guilty of murder rather 
than manslaughter on tbe grounds 
of d imin is h ed responsibility. Pro- 
secutor Wendy Robinson sad 
Glover had control of his faculties 
and could have refrained from 
killing tbe women. “He is merely' 
someone who is prepared to com- 
mit a crime and to gratify his 
desires at the expense of others,” 
She told the court Glover lacked 
remorse and kept tbe nnpkemeuts. 
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Local letter goes . 
25,000 miles In post 
office blunder 


FELIXSTOWE. England (R) — ’ 
A letter meant to go from one 
side of Felixstowe in eastern Bag- 
fendto the other took three 
“oaths to arrive, clocking up 
25,000 miles (40,000 kilometres) 
m way. The letter first went 
to Fehxton in South Africa -then 
to Fetixstow in South Anstrafii 
before arriving at the correct 
*tidress just a few miles from'' 
where it was sent in Felixstowe. . 
“I had to look in the Hucyclo- 
paedia Britannica to find theTC- 
mote Zulu yfflage where the let-"' 
ter was first sent,” said Stephen 
WhrtteU, 29, who sent theSS.' 

EJSL®? COTrect stTeet address^ 
nad tbe right postage stamp. but. 
not the post office sorting cod< 
«»t office spokeswoman Valerie 
woddald said a lesson coukHie - 
tearat- She noted: “Thin case, 
“ows how important it is to use: 
the postcode.” 


Ctrl 





